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	“We believe that the Bible has God for its author; salvation for its end; and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter and that all Scripture is totally, true and trustworthy.” The 2000 statement of The Baptist Faith and Message serves as our doctrinal guideline. Unless otherwise noted, all scripture quotations are shown in bold print and are taken from the King James Version of the Bible. This material was written and published by staff members of Amite Baptist Church for the sole purpose of providing literature for a church wide Bible reading program of the New Testament scheduled for 2011.
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The Son of God: Knows the Father and His Will

Written By:  Ernest Graham
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Background Passages:

   Mar 28- John 11
   Mar 29- John 12:1-11
   Mar 30- John 12:12-19
   Mar 31- John 12:20-50
   Apr   1- John 13:1-20
   Apr   2- John 13:21-38
	Lesson Passages:
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                  John              13:1-5, 12-15



	Biblical Truth: Jesus’ knowledge of His Father’s will and the timing of that will guided the attitudes and actions of His life. 

Life Goal: By obeying God’s will and accepting Jesus as your model, you will know what to think, what to say, what to do, and how to react in all areas of your life. 

Lesson Goal: Jesus’ final moments with His disciples give clear indication that as believers we should know God’s purpose, know when it is occurring, and express humility as we serve others.   
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Lesson Outline

1. The Timing of the Father’s Will
    (John 13:1-3)

2. The Importance of Humility 
    (John 13:4-5)           
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3. The Teachable Moment 
    (John 13:12-15)


	I n t r o d u c t i o n


As a teenager I read the familiar Christian book Knowing God by J. I. Packer. Packer’s approach and strong conviction communicated important aspects about God and how one could know Him in a real, personal way. My journey through the book began to reorient me to God by spending my time with Him in the Word and in prayer. Years later, through the discipleship study Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God, He not only solidified certain aspects of biblical truth for me, but revolutionized others as my whole perspective in communing with God and communicating God to my wife, children, and in ministry changed. 

Clearly, at least two things happened. First, many concepts about God and what it meant to be a Christian were challenged. I began to understand that I personally had made conclusions about God that came far short of what He promised and meant.  Second, I realized God’s relationship with me was so real that He wanted to guide me on a daily basis. Each day I learned to depend on His speaking voice for guidance as I read the Bible, developed a prayer life, and began to see Him in daily circumstances. The Scripture had never been as personal, active, and alive until God brought these realities into my heart. 

Yes, knowing God fully is a life-long pilgrimage that has no end and only one goal — to be with Jesus Christ. Jesus’ knowledge of His Father’s will was full and complete. That full knowledge helped Him to finish well His Father’s mission. This is the focus from the Scripture in John 13.
	B i b l e   B a c k g r o u n d


How short is 24 hours? That was all the time that Jesus had left. In 24 hours Jesus, the Son of God and Savior of mankind, would be nailed to a cross! His years of preaching, teaching, and healing on earth had come to an end. Yes, the hour had finally arrived. On two previous occasions, Jesus had used the words not yet come in reference to His hour (John 2:4) and His time (John 7:6). With that in mind, we now come to the final 24 hours of His journey.  It began in the Upper Room where Jesus and His disciples had gathered for the Passover. In this moment John makes known that the Master who had raised Lazarus (John 11) and had now become the marked target of the Jewish religious leaders, would take the role and do the job of the lowliest of servants—washing the feet of the guests. 

The servant work of Jesus, His words of teaching, and John’s commentary in John 13 all come together into a powerful moment that speaks a significant message for Jesus’ followers today. This lesson will look into this text to help us know the Father’s will in our lives and circumstances. For most Christians, knowing God’s will can, from time to time, be a struggle and become confusing. Jesus’ journey at this significant juncture reveals meaningful teaching to help us learn how to know God’s will today.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
**********

1. The Timing of the Father’s Will

(John 13:1-3)

	KJV


	1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.

2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him;

3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God;


Jesus is gathered with His disciples for the Passover. The events from this occasion cited by John are different than those found in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. John’s focus is on the Son of God and that is what is so amazing about what we see Jesus doing as this chapter unfolds. 

Verse 1. In this first verse, John writes of the feast of the Passover.  He specifically mentions the traditional paschal feast and meal that would have been on Thursday night in Jerusalem that signaled the beginning of a weeklong celebration – the Feast of Tabernacles.  Jesus knew, which could be translated, since He knew, communicates His full awareness and consciousness of what was about to happen. The fullness of Jesus’ time to be betrayed, arrested, beaten, and crucified was at hand. As significant as this moment was, it did not catch Jesus off-guard nor was He stumbling along wondering what was to happen. He knew it was His time to complete God’s plan. 

In this verse, John leaves the thoughts of Jesus’ miracles (see John 12:37) and announces that he should depart. This phrase indicates that Jesus would be moving from one reality into a different one. He would be going and, in fact, returning to be with the Father. Jesus’ exit from this life would provide the entrance into His next. 

Then John shares this powerful summary statement of Jesus’ life of sacrifice and compassion that He had displayed before His close-knit group of followers. John tells us that Jesus having loved his own… he loved them unto the end. They had been through so much together. Jesus had patiently taught them and had cared for them as He made His Father known to them (John 17:6-8). 

As we transfer these powerful words from the written page into our minds, we see Jesus in His final moments before He was put to death. Jesus was not self-absorbed in His own circumstances, but was mindful, with love, of those He had called to follow Him. This is no better seen than in John using the word, end as it means to the uttermost. Jesus loved His disciples completely. 

Verse 2. And supper being ended was not communicating that the Passover meal was over because the context clearly indicates that they were in the middle of it. Rather while these earthly events were happening, John presents to the reader that there was much taking place in the spiritual realm at the same time. Judas Iscariot had allowed the devil to put or cast in his heart the thought and action to betray Jesus. Satan, in tempting Judas, had influenced and inclined his mind to the point that Judas had chosen to seize that inclination and allow the temptation of the evil one to become his sin. 

It is worth noting that in John 6:70, approximately a year before, Jesus had indicated that the heart of Judas was already bent on evil as Jesus had referred to him as a devil. What the Son of God already had in place in His own mind was now coming forth into earthly reality through Judas. 

Though Jesus had stated He was choosing to lay down His life by His own free will (John 10:18), at the same time, there was another reality. God was working through the earthly realities of human choice and the spiritual realities of evil’s desire to achieve His will and purpose through His Son. Therefore, the devil’s work and Judas’ choice were being accomplished; yet, those realities were not making Jesus go to the cross as much as His own deliberate will to surrender to God’s plan.  

Verse 3. Again, John states that Jesus knew. The Greek word eido actually means to see. This same word was used in verse 1. The clear implication was that Jesus understood and was sure of the moment. He was sure of three things: First, He knew that the Father had given all things into his hands. This indicated that all the blessings, power, and authority of the Father had come into Jesus’ possession. Second, He knew He had come from God. Everything contained in Jesus’ mission and purpose being done at this moment and in the immediate hours to come had its beginning with the Father. God was the source of the hour and Jesus completely realized it. Finally, Jesus fully understood that He was going back to His Father. The place of His origin would be His reality again. Jesus, in withdrawing from this earth, would return to heaven. Jesus’ full assurance in these three ways were significant for what He was about to do as well as for what was to happen in the next 24 hours. 

These assurances will surely be helpful to Christians today, in that we too, have come from God, Christ has bestowed authority upon us, and one day we, also, will go be with God the Father.  These should give us full confidence to proceed in obedience to God to accomplish His plan through our lives. 

Jesus knew God’s will. He fully knew what God was leading Him to accomplish. So many Christians struggle when trying to know God’s will. God wants us to know His will. The relationship that He invites us into, the relationship that Jesus exemplified, is the key to finding fully the assurance of what God is doing and how He wants us to experience His will. 

	For Further Thought:

What are your assurances that you have in Christ? What do you know that gives you confidence to obey what God is telling you to do?


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
**********

2. The Importance of Humility

(John 13:4-5)

	KJV


	4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself.

5 After that he poureth water into a basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.


John, writing approximately 60 years after Jesus’ death, drew from his experiences and personal moments with Jesus and gives us significant clues into the heart and perspective of His Lord. Jesus’ full and complete knowledge of His Father’s plan and its timing allowed Him to take the next step in the Upper Room with His disciples. 

Verse 4-5. As mentioned earlier, the Passover supper had most probably just begun. Thus, Jesus riseth from supper to do the task of the slave. This phrase does not suggest that the meal was over as it would normally mean during the Passover observance. Then, without any word of explanation Jesus, before His disciples, laid aside garments, got a towel, girded himself with it, and poureth water into a basin.  These actions clearly denoted the work of a slave. The garments that Jesus’ laid aside were His upper coat and inter-tunic. The towel or linen cloth, the girding with the towel and using the special basin that would be located by the door of a Jewish home were three succinct details captured by John. (One has to wonder if this girding was in Peter’s mind when, in 1 Peter 5:5, he encouraged his readers to be clothed with humility.)
	For Further Thought:

Put yourself in Jesus’ place: how would you feel taking on this role of a slave and washing feet? 


These steps put Jesus in the proper attire and position to wash the disciples’ feet.  The instruments of towel and water basin were employed by the lowest of slaves (non-Jewish slaves) as a cultural expression of hospitality (See 1 Sam. 25:41). Weary guests, shod with saddles or perhaps barefooted, would have tired, achy, and dusty feet. As these new arrivals in the home would be positioned with feet extended at the table, the slaves would wash and dry their feet to welcome and comfort them. Now this was the role that Jesus, the Son of God about to die, took upon Himself to do for the ones who should have been serving Him. 

Jesus’ disciples struggled with serving. Though there were times they had been obedient (feeding the multitudes, going to get the donkey for Jesus to ride on into Jerusalem (Matt. 21:1-11), and following Jesus’ instructions to prepare the room for the Passover), Jesus often met their desire to be great (see Matt. 20:20-28). In the context of the full awareness of His Father’s will and that His time was at hand, Jesus took the initiative with this most demonstrative illustration to help them, one more time, to understand the need for being a servant with the heart of true humility. 

There are a couple of issues to mention. First, most scholars believe Jesus washed all the disciples’ feet. Yes, that would mean He even washed Judas’ feet.  Second, the intent of Jesus in doing this was not to establish a church ceremony or ordinance. There are no indications from the New Testament or historical accounts from the early centuries that this was observed. Jesus’ intent in this act was to teach a lesson about humility.  

So, along with having full knowledge of His Father’s plan and its timing, Jesus knew the importance of humility. It would be this cultural, familiar action that would set the stage for Jesus’ ultimate teaching on humility before leaving His disciples. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
**********

3. The Teachable Moment

(John 13:12-15)

	KJV


	12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you?

13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.

14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet.

15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.


 As Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, He stopped at Peter. John records for us the struggle Peter had with Jesus, His Master and Teacher, taking the role of the slave and coming to wash his feet. 

In verse 6 Peter said to Jesus, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? Jesus’ response in verse 7 acknowledged Peter’s confusion; yet, He also tried to help him know that what Jesus was doing to him would later make sense. That answer was not sufficient for Peter as he responded with Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus told Peter that if this was his position, then Peter would not have anything in common with Him. Of course Peter, not wanting that situation, countered by asking Jesus to wash more than his feet but also my hands and my head (verse 9). Jesus again responded to Peter by helping him to understand the extent of such a washing that cleaned the body was not needed. Jesus’ use of the word clean led Him to say, Ye are clean, but not all (verse 10). This was a clear reference to inward uncleanness that was true of Judas. This exchange helps provide definition for what Jesus would share for His purpose in washing their feet that will perfectly illustrate and become a significant teachable moment.
	For Further Thought:

Do you, like Peter, sometimes find yourself struggling with what God is teaching you? 


Verse 12. When Jesus had finished the slave’s task, He put on His garments and set down again at the table; assuming His role as Master and Teacher, once again leading the disciples to a better understanding of God’s ways. 

Then, characteristic of His teaching, Jesus asked this question. Know ye what I have done to you? Here again we see the word know. The Greek word used here was different from that used in verses 1 and 3. Know in verse 12 is ginosko and describes full or absolute knowledge. In other words Jesus was asking the disciples if they fully understood the meaning and purpose of what He had just done in washing their feet. 

Church history notes that around the fourth century, a ceremony of washing feet began. Jesus’ response to His own question (in the following verses) made it clear that the purpose behind this extraordinary act was to teach an important lesson about servanthood, not to introduce a ritual.  

Verse 13. Jesus, not giving the disciples an opportunity to answer His question, began by prefacing the purpose of what He has just done by reminding them that Ye call Me Master and Lord. These titles are powerful and very dignified. The New Testament word for Master is Teacher and was used to distinguish a Jewish doctor or an accredited teacher. The title Lord signified that Jesus, before His disciples, was akin to a Jewish Rabbi.  These titles not only properly recognized Jesus, but they also properly designated that His followers were disciples and servants. 

Jesus went on to comment in this verse that the disciples were correct in using these titles because He was indeed Master and Lord.  Though Jesus had just finished the work of the lowest slave, His proper relationship with them was the One who, because of His role, was in authority over them. 

	For Further Thought:

Is Jesus your Master and Lord? Are there any areas of your life that He needs to become Master and Lord? 


Verse 14. Jesus, speaking to His disciples, instructed them to put aside pride and follow His example. If I, He said as your Lord and Master, can become as a slave to you, surely, ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. As Jesus honored His disciples, He truly expected them to honor each other.   What did Jesus mean? Jesus attacked a major struggle of the disciples, one that had surfaced over and over again – their desire to be first and the greatest (Mark 9:30-37). Though Jesus had sought to teach them about being child-like, this seems to be Jesus’ last ditch effort on a grand scale, to illustrate to them the heart and lifestyle that He wanted them to follow and emulate. 

Thus, Jesus sought to show them one last time that they were to be like Him (Matt. 20:28) and serve. Jesus knew that this was the perfect setting to teach and demonstrate His servant heart. This gathering together in the Upper Room was the teachable moment for them to understand finally who Jesus was and who they were to be as His followers. Indeed, this example was a precursor of what they would see Jesus demonstrate as He went to the cross. 

The disciples were to be humble. They were to be those willing to do the common, dirty work. They were to be those who, like the Master, met people on their level and walked with them and helped them. 

Verse 15. Lastly, Jesus said, For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. There was no getting around Jesus’ statement. He was (and still is) the example for all to follow. What He had exhibited before His disciples (and us) was one of meekness, grace, humility, love, and patience. Christ established a pattern which He expects all Christians to follow. He asks each of us to exhibit this pattern in our lifestyle if we are to be called a disciple of the Son of God. Again, the action is not to be taken literally. The illustration of washing feet deals with the challenges of pride, ego, and selfishness that will hinder us from truly being like our Teacher and Lord.
	For Further Thought:

How do you live out the example of Jesus in your life today before your spouse, family, and workplace?



Would you do this?
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

	C o n c l u s i o n


Jesus, being God, of course knew. He knew the hour and the purpose of the occasion and the Father’s agenda to teach His disciples about serving with humility. We, too, need to know the timing of God’s will. Many Christians struggle with knowing what God is leading them to do and when. We learn from Jesus that His connection with the Father was the key to knowing. The same is true for us. If we know who we are in Christ, where we have come from and where we are going (John 13:1-3), then discerning God’s will is more readily understood. Jesus knew that humility was God’s way. As He taught His disciples, so He is teaching us. Humility is definitely not the world’s way. Jesus, knowing His Father’s will,   truly exhibited His full humanness by stooping to wash His disciples’ feet. That’s low, but God wants us to go low before others. Finally, knowing the teachable moment is epitomized in Jesus’ obedience not only to wash their feet but to return then to His role of Teacher. We, too, will encounter many teachable moments in the regular events of life. May we come to know them and receive them as God’s help for our lives to become like Jesus. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Have you ever thought about someone while you were working or making the bed?
Could it be that God is placing that name in your head for a reason?

We wonder why God never speaks to us; yet, when He does, we fail to react. 

The next time a name just pops into you head, make a call.  Who knows, maybe they just need someone to talk to. 
	S u g g e s t e d   T e a c h i n g   P l a n


Prepared by: Ernest M. Graham

The Son of God: Knows the Father and His Will

Lesson Passage: John 13:1-5, 12-15



                 Date: April 3, 2011







Motivation:

Bring a wash basin and towel; place them on a small table or on the floor at the front of the room. After an opening prayer ask the class the following questions: How are you coming to know God in a personal and real way? Who has God used to help stimulate growth in Him? Remember and share times in your life when you questioned what you had come to know of God versus what God revealed to you later in your life. 

Please note: Have prepared cut-out footprints for the application section of today’s lesson. These footprints will be passed out at teachers’ meeting or the teacher can prepare them personally. 

Examination: 

Share background information of what has been transpiring in the Scripture passages that lead up to John 13. Share and have others contribute what they read this week from the Bible Reading Plan schedule. 

1. The Timing of the Father’s Will (John 13:1-3) 

Have someone read John 13:1-3. 

Define what is meant by “knew” in verse 1.

Ask: What did Jesus share about His spiritual relationship with the disciples in this opening verse? 

Ask the class what information is shared about Judas in verse 2. 

Explain truths of both the devil’s work and, at the same time, Jesus’ willingness to lay down His life as shared in John 10:18. 

Ask the class to look at verse 3, and determine what Jesus knew.  

Write the answers on the board. 

Ask: How does Jesus being aware of these particular things help Him to know and do the Father’s will? How would they help us if we too, knew those things? 

Discuss the answers with the class.

Discuss together as a class: Do you struggle knowing God’s will? What will it take for each of us to know God’s will and His timing more accurately? 

2. The Importance of Humility (John 13:4-5) 

Call on a class member to read John 13:4-5. 
Explain in your own words, using help from the commentary, about the garments, the girding, the basin, etc. Be sure to emphasize that the role Jesus assumed was reserved for the lowest of non-Jewish slaves. You may want to talk about the word “garments” as used in the Scripture as many people have not given much thought to what Jesus was wearing. Point out that Jewish men in Jesus’ day wore two garments – an inner tunic and outer tunic. The inner tunic hung to their ankles while the outer tunic was either a short coat or long coat depending on the temperature of the season. Only the elite wore undergarments; therefore, implying that Jesus, a Master and Teacher, striped and then girded Himself with a towel which was the dress of a slave. Jesus removed His garments to become a servant. 

Ask: what do you and I need to remove from our lives so we will serve?  

Ask: Why is Jesus doing this? (To address the disciples struggle to be humble and serve.) 

Ask:  Do you struggle with serving—doing the menial tasks that no one else wants to do?  Share: Take a moment to share together lessons and circumstances God has put you through to teach you the importance of serving.

Ask: What does it mean to be humble? Have you ever seen someone else be humble? Share Philippians 2:5-11 as an example as Paul reminds us of Jesus’ humility. 

3. The Teachable Moment (John 13:12-15) 

Explain: Take a moment to explain what has transpired with Peter in verses 6-11. 

Ask: What did Jesus ask in verse 12? 

Discuss the terms Master and Lord. What is the example Jesus wants us to follow? 

Explain: Take a moment to explain that Jesus is modeling a principle for us to follow and that He is not setting forth the idea of conducting foot-washing as a specific ceremony. 

Ask and discuss as a class: Are we following Jesus’ example of “washing feet?” Have the class share events and situations in their lives that were teachable moments for God. 

Application:

Distribute the cut-out footprints — one to each person.  

Ask: Who does Jesus want you to serve? Instruct participants to write the name of a specific person on one side of the footprint. (Give helps and suggestions: it could be a fellow student, brother or sister, a spouse, co-worker, neighbor, best friend, even an “enemy.”) 

Then on the other side of the footprint, have participants write a prayer asking for Jesus to empower them to be humble servants who desire to know God and do His will. 

Prayer:

Ask a member of the class to lead in a closing prayer.
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