“Providence”
1 
A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham: 

2 
Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, 



Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 

3 
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar,



Perez the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, 

4 
Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 



Nahshon the father of Salmon, 

5 
Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, 



Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, 

6 

and Jesse the father of King David.
(Selected Passage: Matthew 1:1-6, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Jan. 3: Gen. 5:1-7:24; Mt. 3:7-4:11; Psalm 3:1-8; Prov. 1:10-19)
A Second Look

As a body of believers, today we begin an annual Bible Reading Plan which will take us through the entire New Testament. Each Lord’s Day our specially designed Bible Study lessons will help us unpack the revelation God has given us. As I write these devotions I will draw both from the reading plan of The One Year Bible as has been our custom for the past four years and from The Bible Reading Plan used within our church family.

Each of the four gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John – is entirely unique. Although they all record the life and ministry of Jesus, each gospel approaches the gospel story from an entirely different vantage point and with a completely distinctive goal. The gospels announce Jesus has come as the Messiah – the Savior – for all who will believe. Each gospel presents the message that Christ has come to a different portion of the populace of that day.
· Matthew proclaims Jesus as the promised King to the Jewish people (i.e. the Son of David) fulfilling all the prophecies of the Old Testament (vs. 1).
· Mark presents the chronological life and ministry of Jesus to the Roman people emphasizing all that Jesus did as the Servant of God.
· Luke portrays the chronological ministry of Christ to the Greeks as the perfect Son of Man.
· John reveals Christ as the eternal Son of God using seven miracles and seven “I AM” statements to declare His deity.
Matthew depicts Jesus Christ as the long-awaited Messiah promised by the prophets of the Old Testament and proven with power in the New Testament. However, what is the meaning of this message to us today? As you read through the genealogy of Matthew you are awakened to the providence of God. No sooner are we introduced to the plan and purpose of God to bring His Messiah through the lineage of Abraham, than we are aware of the attack of Satan to attempt to thwart God’s plan. Whether through Abraham’s misdirected steps toward Egypt or his fearful denial of Sarah as his wife, we see the hand of God governing the outcome to insure His plan is accomplished. Therefore, as you read through this list of names you are introduced to much more than mere historical data; you are guided to understand God always accomplishes His will and purpose. Today, as you move through the circumstances of life, keep the sovereign authority in the forefront of your mind. Walk in faith and faithfulness with the confident assurance God will still carry out His divine purpose. We are victims of circumstance. We are not pawns in the random passing of time. We are children of the Most High God and we can live with certainty and security as we serve Him today. The God who kept His promises from the Old Testament is the same God who will fulfill His promises of the New Testament. Live in faith my friend; God will accomplish His will today. Your life is not by chance; it is by choice as you surrender yourself to His will right now.
A Second Thought
Serve God today and the Sovereign Lord will secure your path.
A Second Step

“LORD, I surrender my fears to you. I trust your strength in the midst of my weakness. I rest in peace upon your promise to sustain me.”
A Second Mile
Do not let the darkness around you overshadow the light within you. When life tears you up, God will lift you up!
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