“Now That Is Radical!”
20 
But after he had considered this, 



an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 



"Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 




because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

21 

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 




because he will save his people from their sins." 

22 
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 

23 
"The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 



and they will call him Immanuel"-which means, "God with us." 

24 
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him 



and took Mary home as his wife. 

25 
But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. 


And he gave him the name Jesus. 
(Selected Passage: Matthew 1:20-25, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Jan. 4: Gen. 8:1-10:32; Mt. 4:12-25; Psalm 4:1-8; Prov. 1:20-23)
A Second Look

Often what we read in the Bible is nothing less that radical and we must be careful not to read it with a casual attitude. Take a moment and absorb the revolutionary words spoken to Joseph by the angel. Would you be able to act in complete faith and obedience should God give you a message that ran counter to everything you know to be rational or plausible? Would you be prepared to obey a command of God which would cause you to be entirely out of step with everybody around you? Can you imagine the flood of shock and emotions that must have waged war within him as the angel conveyed to him that his betrothed wife was with child and had not been with any man at any time? What would have been your likely thoughts and feelings had the Spirit of God conveyed to you this idea of a supernatural conception, and beyond that the implied responsibility of being an earthly father to one who was none other than God in the flesh? Yes, this is truly radical!
Today, God will call for obedience on your part that will require you to operate in faith. He will call on you to take Him at His word to the degree that you will act in faith and obey no matter what the cost. We cannot truly follow God unless we are ready to believe and to do that which seems on its face to be impossible.
A Second Thought
Get ready to believe and obey God’s radical revelation to you through His Word.
A Second Step

“LORD, help me learn to live this day by faith.”
A Second Mile
Living by faith, not feelings, is the key to a life of obedience.
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