“The Messiah Has Come”
3 
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 

4 
When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, 



he asked them where the Christ was to be born. 

5 
"In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the prophet has written: 

6 
"'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 



are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 



for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.'" 

(Selected Passage: Matthew 2:3-6, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Jan. 5: Gen. 11:1-13:4; Mt. 5:1-26; Psalm 5:1-12; Prov. 1:24-28)
A Second Look

The picture Matthew paints of the response of the people to the fact that the Messiah had come is as sobering as it is sad. It is sad because whether the King, or the religious leaders, or the common people of that day, they received the message that a Messiah (a Savior/King) had come with doubt, disbelief, and with a disturbed heart (vs. 3). It is sobering because although the chief priests and teachers of the law knew the prophecy announcing Bethlehem as the birthplace of the Messiah (vs. 5-6), they were not looking for His coming with any kind of joy or anticipation. They seemed to receive the promises of God with detachment. Look in the mirror, how do you respond to the Word of God?
Do you hear and/or read the Word with doubt, disbelief, or detachment? Do you have a tendency to say, “Yea, but that will not impact me?” Do you find yourself reading grand and glorious promises of God only to go back to another trip across town or another chance to fill the dishwasher almost as if these spiritual truths and your practical life do not really touch one another? Do you treat the truths of God as concepts or ideas that do not actually touch your life on a daily basis? We have the same danger the people of God experienced at the time that Christ was born. We hear divine messages and then turn back to disconnected lives. Today, as you face whatever challenges, questions, and needs which come your way, remind yourself, “The Messiah has come!” If we can move our Lord from the background to the foreground of our mental picture of life, our lives will be flooded with newfound joy, peace, and hope!
A Second Thought
Jesus IS in the “here and now” of all the issues that you face.
A Second Step

“LORD, protect my heart and mind from spiritual disconnection and disillusionment.”
A Second Mile
If Christ is in your marriage, in your financial concerns, in your health concerns, in your parenting problems, what does that mean about today?
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