“Listen and Live”
13 
When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. "Get up," 



he said, "take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. 


Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him." 

14 
So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 

15 

where he stayed until the death of Herod. 


And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: 



"Out of Egypt I called my son."   

16 
When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, 



and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity 




who were two years old and under, 




in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 

17 
Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

18 
"A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, 


Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, 



because they are no more."   

19 
After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 

20 

and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, 




for those who were trying to take the child's life are dead."
(Selected Passage: Matthew 2::13-20, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Jan. 6: Gen. 13:5-15:21; Mt. 5:27-48; Psalm 6:1-10; Prov. 1:29-33)
A Second Look

If the behavior of Joseph is anything, it is a vivid picture of Lordship. He listened for the voice of the Lord and acted with willingness and immediacy to every command God gave. This is a powerful illustration of all that God expects of us today.
Although we have the Scripture in black and white before us, we would do well to remember that God still wants to lead His followers through the events of each day. Today some of us wake up to new hours of crisis which we have not faced before, while others of us awaken to new moments of blessing. In either case, the critical question is, “Will you go through this day with your heart open to the Lord and your ears straining to pick up the whisper of His voice?” God has a plan for you today! Receive it and respond to Him immediately.
A Second Thought
“Listen and live,” is the example Joseph sets for us. Will you, “Listen and live?”
A Second Step

“LORD, teach me to listen and live in accordance with your Word.”
A Second Mile
You can train your ear to hear the voice of God by the consistent intake of His Word.
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