“Why the Dove?”
16 
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. 


At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God 



descending like a dove and lighting on him. 

17 
And a voice from heaven said, 



"This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."  

(Selected Passage: Matthew 3:16-17, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Jan. 7: Gen. 16:1-18:19; Mt. 6:1-24; Psalm 7:1-17; Prov. 2:1-5)
A Second Look
God the Father spoke to Jesus His Son from heaven three times; this is the first occasion (note Matt. 17:5 and Jn. 12:28). We also notice here the clear revelation of the trinity. God the Son – Jesus – is baptized. God the Spirit descends upon the Son in the form of a dove. God the Father speaks His divine affirmation that Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah. What is the importance of the Spirit descending in the form of a dove?
The dove symbolizes the moral and spiritual purity of Christ, being a clean bird. From the outset God the Father confirms that Jesus is pure in every way. He is pure in His devotion to the Father’s redemptive plan. He is pure in His righteous character. He is the pure and perfect sacrifice for our sin. 
The dove portrays the fidelity of Christ because the dove mates for life. Not only should we never question the faithfulness of Christ to the Father, but we can also rest in complete assurance of the Lord’s faithfulness to His Bride – the church. There is not a day and there will not be an experience in which Christ does not walk with us for our blessing and protection. Do you remember Christ’s declaration to Peter that although Satan sought to sift his as wheat, he would be delivered because Christ interceded in prayer for him? Where is Christ today? He is at the right hand of God the Father making intercession for you!
The dove is the ultimate and universal expression of peace, serenity, and gentleness. As Christ takes up residence in your life, He brings this peace to you. Remember the peace of Christ is nothing like the peace of the world (Jn. 14:27). The peace of the world is entirely fragile and totally dependent upon one’s circumstance in life. The peace of Christ is mighty and strong and depends only upon our faith in and submission to the will of God. His presence in our lives is our peace (Rom. 5:1).
A Second Thought
As the Spirit descends upon Christ as a dove, we realize the nature and character of His Spirit as He indwells our lives. He brings purity, fidelity, and peace! 
A Second Step

“LORD, let your pure, faithful, and peaceful Spirit control me fully today.”
A Second Mile
Do you recognize the absence of purity, faithfulness, and peacefulness in your life when you operate under the control of the flesh and not the Holy Spirit?




.























Terry Booth
