“Influence”
12 
The two men said to Lot, "Do you have anyone else here — sons-in-law, sons or daughters, or 

anyone else in the city who belongs to you? Get them out of here, 

13 

because we are going to destroy this place. 


The outcry to the LORD against its people is so great that he has sent us to destroy it." 

14 
So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were pledged to marry his daughters. He said, 

"Hurry and get out of this place, because the LORD is about to destroy the city!" But his 


  sons-in-law thought he was joking. 

15 
With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, "Hurry! Take your wife and your two 

daughters who are here, or you will be swept as the city is punished." 

16 
When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of his two 

daughters and led them safely out of the city, for the LORD was merciful to them. 

17 
As soon as they had brought them out, one of them said, "Flee for your lives! Don't look 

back, and don't stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains or you will be swept away!" 
(Selected Passage: Genesis 19:12-17, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Jan. 8: Gen. 18:20-19:38; Mt. 6:25-7:14; Psalm 8:1-9; Prov. 2:6-15)
A Second Look

Lee Stephens, when I knew him, was a seventy year old man of small stature but great in faith and wisdom. At one time he held a Government Service Rating so high . . . it was by Presidential appointment and congressional approval and I was his pastor. One night sitting in a car in the church parking lot he said, “Terry, I do not want power, I want influence. Power lives only as long as you are in the room, but influence lives on long after you leave.” As you read the story of Abraham interceding on behalf of Lot and his family living in Sodom and Gomorrah, consider who had the most influence (Abraham or Lot) and why.
By the grace of God, Lot was a saved man, and only by God’s grace was his family spared (vs. 16). Lot chose to live his life among and within the gross sinfulness of his day, not as a ministry, but for the perceived material gain that would come his way (Gen. 13:10-13). Lot did not discipline or protect his walk with the Lord. While Abraham often built altars to seek and serve the Lord, Lot did not; he was too busy pursuing personal gain and pleasure. Were it not for 2 Peter 2:7-8, Lot’s lifestyle would little resemble a saved man. Although he was repeatedly told to leave, to leave now, to leave in a hurry (vs. 12, 14, and 15), he hesitated – he lingered in the old way (vs. 16). “But, he escaped the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah,” you say. Yes, but look at his lingering impact on his wife – longing to turn back, turned to stone and the immoral mindset and lifestyle of his two daughters (vs. 30-38). Lot was spared because of the influence of godly Abraham, praying as he lived a separate and godly lifestyle. Lot assimilated himself into the sinful ways of his day, and though he was saved, paid a terrible and tragic price.
A Second Thought

Your influence rises and falls with the degree to which you separate yourself from sin.
A Second Step

“LORD, purify my life and empower my discipline so that I can have influence for you.  Show me how my actions are impacting others around me.”
A Second Mile
Look into the faces of the ones you love the most. Who you are today, you influence them to become. How’s your influence?
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