“Salt and Light”
13 
"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, 



how can it be made salty again? 


It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 

14 
"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 

15 
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. 


Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 

16 
In the same way, let your light shine before men, 



that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.
(Selected Passage: Matthew 5:13-16. Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Jan. 11: Gen. 24:52-26:16; Mt. 8:18-34; Psalm 10:1-15; Prov. 3:7-8).
A Second Look

The final picture Christ uses to define our character is salt and light. The Christian is to interact with the world around him or her in a very dynamic way. As salt the inner influence of the believer is to drive out decay. Outwardly, as light we are to penetrate and conquer the darkness. God calls us to be pure as salt and to be bright as light.
What does God’s calling upon us say about the world in which we live? Clearly, we are in a dark and dying place. We see this reality each day we awaken to the news of the hour. Whether the theme is war, disaster, or multiple murderous shootings in Arizona, our world is in the throws of death and destruction. The fingers of darkness reach all the way to our own doorstep as we think of those we love who do not know the Lord. Death creeps in threatening to pull our people away from an eternity with Christ. Therefore, Christ’s call to each of us is highly personal! 

How are we to win this battle? Only as we commune with the Lord, only as we meditate upon His Word, only as we hedge our lives with prayer, only as we consciously surrender our will to Him daily, and only as we see ourselves as servants of God can we win this spiritual battle. However, as we embrace these disciplines we can be completely confident that our victory is sure! The life of a disciple may have certain disciplines but it also surely has definite success and fruitfulness as its outcome.
A Second Thought
As you move through this day, deter decay and drive away darkness in Jesus’ name.
A Second Step

“LORD, empty me of my old nature and fill me with a new nature in Christ.”
A Second Mile
What areas in life do we see as influenced by evil? Where do you find darkness? These are your battlegrounds for the Lord.
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