“Can You Keep a Secret?”
1 
"Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. 


If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

2 
"So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, 



as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. 


I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 

3 
But when you give to the needy, 



do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 

4 


so that your giving may be in secret. 


Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

5 
"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, 



for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners 




to be seen by men. 


I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 

6 
But when you pray, 



go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. 


Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
(Selected Passage: Matthew 6:1-6, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Jan. 12: Gen. 26:17-27:46; Mt. 9:1-17; Psalm 10:16-18; Prov. 3:9-10)
A Second Look

Learning to do good in secret will be a seedbed of arousing satisfaction to you! Yesterday, God’s Word challenged, even divinely called us to be salt and light. If salt is anything, it is tasted, known, and experienced. Furthermore, if light is anything, it is seen. By its very nature, light cannot be unseen or kept a secret. Now, it seems Jesus gives us an altogether different set of instructions. So different are these commands that they almost seem to be contradictory. The truth is, these commands are in no way contradictory but rather are entirely complimentary. A closer examination makes this glaringly clear.
Matthew 5:16

Let your light shine before men,

that they may see your good deeds
AND PRAISE YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN. 
The critical component is not that the spiritual man or woman does not want his or her good works seen but rather that he or she wants those good works that are seen to rebound to the praise of the Father. A spiritual man or woman does not want his or her good works to resound to the praise of self. In fact, the Spirit-filled believer finds great joy in blessing and serving others while acting privately, quietly, or in secret. He or she has learned that loving and serving others in Jesus’ name (meaning, “unto the glory of Jesus”) brings the greatest sense of personal satisfaction and fulfillment. One also learns that this protects the individual from subtle seduction of selfish motives or intentions.
Here is the acid-test question: Would you rather have the magnificent and glorious God, the creator of the universe, and the giver of all good gifts (read James 1:17) lay up for you a treasure in heaven that neither moth nor rust can corrupt (read Matthew 6:19-21), or would you rather get a plastic merit badge made by man which is quickly lost or broken? 
A Second Thought
Herein is a radical truth: In this life you have the power, the ability, and the opportunity to turn a human and temporal act into a divine and eternal reward. How can this be done? Serve others in Jesus’ name by acting selflessly and in secret.
A Second Step

“LORD, transform my sense of values so that I learn to treasure the eternal not the temporal. Teach me the joy of blessing others privately and quietly and in so doing, make me more like you.”
A Second Mile
Train yourself to daily do good unto others without them knowing it or calling attention to it.
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