“Eye Surgery”
1 
"Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 

2 
For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, 



and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 

3 
"Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye 



and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 

4 
How can you say to your brother, 



'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' 




when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 

5 
You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, 



and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.
(Selected Passage: Matthew 7:1-5, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Jan. 13: Gen. 28:1-29:35; Mt. 9:18-38; Psalm 11:1-7; Prov. 3:11-12)
A Second Look

Can you imagine the tedious training it takes to do surgery on the fluid-filled globe we call an eyeball? Can you understand the immense pressure placed on an eye-surgeon knowing that when he finishes, the one he touches will either see better or may not see at all? What is it like to recognize that as a result of my action this person may never see the face of his or her spouse and/or children again?
What is the most important tool of an eye-surgeon? I believe an eye-surgeon’s ability to see clearly is the most important tool of one who does surgery upon the eye. Did you catch the radical irony of what Christ was saying? Here is one who spends his time judging – condemning – others for the small, sometimes almost imperceptible flaws and foibles in their lives, while failing to recognize the larger, more obtrusive, and more impairing objects in the organs of sight. Get the picture, Jesus speaks of an apparent eye-surgeon with thick cataracts on both eyes which leave his eyes virtually impervious to light. Do you want to go under the knife for eye surgery with one so blinded he starts with scalpel in hand at your navel?
Jesus was not teaching us not to be discerning! We must be able to distinguish right from wrong and we must be able to call a spade a spade. However, Christ made it clear that it is not within our realm of authority or ability to declare another person to be without worth as a result of his or her sin. By judging (vs. 1), Christ meant “to declare one without worth.” This simply is not within our purview. As salt and light, we must be able to say, murder, deceit, cruelty, and violence against an innocent party are all wrong; however, we cannot then follow with the statement, “So-and-so, is without worth.” We are called to dispel darkness and to drive out decay, but to condemn is entirely and exclusively in the hand of God. Our Lord does not take kindly to those who attempt to usurp His righteous authority!
A Second Thought
To follow Christ, you must judge right from wrong; but you must never take to your lips the declaration that another person is without worth to the all-wise and ever-gracious LORD. Some things are simply ABOVE YOUR PAYGRADE!
A Second Step

“LORD, teach me to see the truth and to speak the truth in love; but protect me from the folly of usurping Your exclusive role to determine the final and the right judgment of another person. Yes, LORD, help me exercise the authority of social, civil, and even criminal judgment on behalf of society at large and particularly on behalf of all innocent victims, but even then stop my lips from ascribing or declaring the worth or the worthlessness of any person. I bow down to your authority to determine the full and final judgment on all matters for all people. Teach me to walk in truth and grace!”
A Second Mile
Be prepared to speak the truth in love. Be ready to say, “To lie is wrong.” Be ready to acknowledge God’s Word as the final word on all moral matters. But, hold your tongue and silence your lips from calling any person’s name and saying of him or her, “He or she is without worth, is totally irredeemable, and is fit only for condemnation.” At this point, one ceases to speak God’s truth and attempts to overthrow the very throne of God. Only a fool of the highest order attempts to push The Almighty from His throne by using words of evaluation which can only be spoken by the One who is perfectly righteous in all ways. Attempt to seize the throne of the Holy God and you will unleash fury unquenched! The results of such an action is nothing less that catastrophic! Let God be God; no one of us is qualified for the job!
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