“Out of Step”
13 
"Enter through the narrow gate. 


For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, 



and many enter through it. 
14 

But small is the gate and narrow the road 



that leads to life, and only a few find it.
(Selected Passage: Matt 7:13-14, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Jan. 14: Gen. 30:1-31:16; Mt. 10:1-25; Psalm 12:1-8; Prov. 3:13-15)
A Second Look

“Enter through the narrow gate.” The Sermon on the Mount leads all believers to a character and quality of life that is in no way common to the world around us. If walking with the Lord does anything, it brings us to live and walk in ways that are out of step with the rest of the world around us! Narrow, small, and few are the words Jesus chose to describe the path, the gate, and the travelers that journey through life under the kingship or the rule of Jesus Christ. Remember, the testimony of Matthew is that Jesus Christ is the long-awaited and prophetically promised Messiah (King) proclaimed in the Old Testament.
If Christ is our King, and we confidently confess Him to be so, what is it like to live under His authority and reign? What is the character or quality of life which defines those who by faith submit to His rule over us? The Sermon on the Mount (Mt. 5-7) gives us a crystal clear understanding of the true righteousness which is the result of the reign of Christ in a believer’s life. Christ’s life-lessons unpacked in the Sermon on the Mount far transcend the mere appearance of righteousness practiced by the Pharisees. The religious elite of every generation have attempted to capture to the outward vestures and language of righteousness, yet at the same time have failed to recognize the absence of the essence of righteousness within the heart.
As is always the case, Jesus cuts straight through the mustard piercing immediately to the truth. Living under the rule of Christ produces changes deep within us that have nothing to do with appearance and everything to do with essence. If today, you live under the rule of Christ, (1) you will walk in self-denial (the meaning of the narrow way above Mt. 7:13-14). You will also (2) bear much fruit (as depicted in Mt. 7:15-20 as grapes and figs as opposed to thistles and thorns). The final test (3) presented in the Sermon on the Mount of true Kingdom-Living is obedience (Mt. 7:21-29). It is not hearing the Word of God, nor reading the passages of Scripture which passes for obedience, but hearing and doing God’s Word (vs. 24 and 26). So, today, you have awakened to participate in ABC’s Annual Bible Reading Plan. Amen, you have placed your feet upon the floor; but until you step up and act according to His will, His rule, and His reign in your life, you are no better off! It is not hearing nor reading alone that Christ commands. We are not exhibiting Kingdom-Living until we are doing the will of God. Until His Word means enough for us to apply it, it does not mean much to us. Ouch. If we live according to the commands of the Word, we will experience the joy, peace, and power of His presence today. If we yawn, stretch, and roll over to return to our flesh, we will not experience Christ today.
A Second Thought
The Kingdom of God requires that we release our lives to Him each day.
A Second Step

“LORD, All that I have I have received from You. All that I hope to be and do can only be realized by your power. I am nothing without you. Therefore, I release myself to you now.”
A Second Mile
If you know God’s way but do not live God’s way, what does it matter? What is it worth?
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