“The Call”
1 
He called his twelve disciples to him 



and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits



and to heal every disease and sickness. 

2 
These are the names of the twelve apostles: 



first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; 



James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 

3 

Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; 



James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 

4 

Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 

5 
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: 



"Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 

6 
Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 

7 
As you go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' 

8 
Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. 


Freely you have received, freely give. 

9 
Do not take along any gold or silver or copper in your belts; 

10 

take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or a staff; 




for the worker is worth his keep. 

(Selected Passage: Matt 10:1-10 NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Jan. 20: Gen. 41:17-42:17; Mt. 13:24-46; Psalm 18:1-15; Prov. 4:1-6)
A Second Look

If you are a follower of Christ, you receive the call. “What call?” you may ask. You are called of Christ to penetrate the sin-darkened world with the message that Christ is at hand. Christ does not force you to enter the army of the Lord. He does not leave you to accomplish His Kingdoms’ calling while depending upon your own strength and ingenuity. Christ will never call you without giving you wisdom and direction in fulfilling His purpose. 
You do not have to be a person of prominence to receive the calling of God. Christ’s delights in calling common people to fill His uncommon purposes because this results is great glory for God. Calling men and women from among the ranks of every man allows the rest of the world to understand there is a place in the Kingdom of God for all manner of people. While Christ sent His messengers first to the Jews and not the gentiles, this was not because He did not plan to bring salvation to the rest of the world, but rather because He sought the Jews knowing their rejection of the gospel would serve to thrust His message to all people.
Christ always equips, empowers, and enables you to answer His call. Whether you need strength, wisdom, skill, or courage, Christ always gives you all you need to serve His purpose. God calls you to thrive not just survive.
God’s call enables us to share freely and gladly that which He has richly given us. Answering God’s call is as much a matter of worship as it is a matter of ministry. We give to others because God has already given His grace to us. Sharing is our way of giving thanks.
A Second Thought
Wherever you go today, remember, God has you there to make His love and grace known.
A Second Step

“LORD, thank you for calling me. Stir my heart to love others in Jesus’ name. Fill my mind with your wisdom. Open my eyes and ears to the needs of others. Fill my mouth with testimonies of grace and hope. Help me stand up and speak up for you. Use me to call others to faith in you.”
A Second Mile
Learn to pray repeatedly throughout the day, “Lord, open my eyes to the ministry opportunities which surround me today.”
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