“Redux”
16 
He reached down from on high and took hold of me; he drew me out of deep waters. 

17 
He rescued me from my powerful enemy, from my foes, who were too strong for me. 

18 
They confronted me in the day of my disaster, but the LORD was my support. 

19 
He brought me out into a spacious place; he rescued me because he delighted in me. 
(Selected Passage: Psalm 18:16-19, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Jan. 20: Gen. 41:17-42:17; Mt. 13:24-46; Psalm 18:1-15; Prov. 4:1-6)
A Second Look

“The world is filled with the forces of darkness ever working to snuff out the last vestige of hope.”  One year ago today, I wrote these words while reflecting on Psalm 18:28-29 and they are still true. So now, one year later, we turn again to Psalm 18 and wonder, “How long, LORD? How long must I wait? Why have you not delivered me for this overwhelming battle? Are you there? Do you hear me? Do you care? Is it not amazing, the nearer we get to the soul of the matter the shorter and more direct our questions become! 
When LORD? When is it my turn?!
Of course we have all known these days and felt these feelings. We read passages such as these and almost feel mocked, largely because we do not fully absorb the real context in which they have been spoken. At the first glance, the appearance is that David prayed and God answered. In the context of our experience it seems as though we pray and Heaven is silent. What you do not know is that this is the culmination of a continuing crisis of faith that spanned more than ten years. David has been delivered from being hated and hunted by Saul and he has been established as king of Israel. Under your breath you respond, “Yea, if I was king, I would sing praises too!” What you are not seeing is that David sang praises to God NOT just after the victory, but during the ten years of crisis and conflict. Ten years of being lied about and lied to. Ten years of being hunted like and animal. Ten years of suffering seasons of being separated from his family. Ten years of sleeping in caves and open fields. Ten years of treachery and threat. Ten years of sorrow and suffering! You also are not recognizing that God did not just deliver him finally in the end, but God delivered him each day as he gave him enough strength to get up and face one more day and put one more foot in front of another. Herein is your confidence for today, God will either deliver you from your pain or deliver you in and through your pain. What is the key? Never let you of your faithful dependence upon Him!
A Second Thought
Not yesterday, not tomorrow… TODAY, He is your salvation!
A Second Step

“LORD, fill my mind with the evidence that you have been delivering me in the days that have gone before and the assurance you will deliver me also today.”
A Second Mile
Deliverance is not an On/Off switch. Deliverance is a process requiring continued faithfulness today. Read and apply Hebrews 12:1-4.
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