“Guilt, Shame, and Fear”
1 
At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus, 

2 

and he said to his attendants, 




"This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead! 




  That is why miraculous powers are at work in him." 

3 
Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in prison because of Herodias, 



his brother Philip's wife, 

4 


for John had been saying to him: "It is not lawful for you to have her." 

5 
Herod wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the people, 



because they considered him a prophet. 

6 
On Herod's birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for them and pleased Herod so much 7 

that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked. 

8 
Prompted by her mother, she said, 



"Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist." 

9 
The king was distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, 



he ordered that her request be granted 

10 


and had John (the Baptizer) beheaded in the prison. 

11 
His head was brought in on a platter and given to the girl, 



who carried it to her mother. 

12 
John's disciples came and took his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus.
(Selected Passage: Matthew 14:1-12, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Jan. 27: Ex. 4:1-5:21; Mt. 18:1-22; Psalm 22:19-31; Prov. 5:15-21)
A Second Look

Sin is always costly. Each of us actually know a great deal more about guilt, shame, and fear than we often acknowledge or bring to the forefront as a topic of conversation. Herod, the son of Herod the Great, was more than just a political leader (Tetrarch of Galilee and Peraea, 4 B.C. - 39 A.D.)in the arrears in which Jesus ministered, he was also the bold-faced and dynamic archetype of all Christ living, taught, and did. Because of his arrogance Herod solicited that people to call him “King Herod.” Because of his lust and gross immorality, he seduced his brother’s wife – Herodias – who was also his niece through his half-brother Aristobulos. While giving free reign to his philandering ways, he dishonored his previous wife (the daughter of Aretas, King of Arabia) by disgracing her sending her home to her father in Petra leading to a war costing thousands of lives and an inestimable amount of money! His fiery appetite for his lover’s daughter was so great that he agreed to have John the Baptist’s head cut off and presented on a silver platter during a drunken feast. He would later manifest his lifelong spirit of weak vacillation by refusing to get involved in the mockery of a trial leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion simply because he did not want to deal with the social and political hot potato of how to respond to Jesus. So inept, so self-serving, and so incompetent was Herod that he was later stripped of all power and position and forced to live out the rest of his life in exile.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
But, at the end of the day, why should we care, except in noting that another bad guy has got his due reward and his just comeuppance? Remember, Herod was an Idumaean; he was a descendent of Esau. Just as Esau tried to steal back the birth right divine appointed to Jacob, so our flesh attempts to usurp the rightful throne of Christ within our lives. Just as Herod’s shameless sinfulness left him to live each day in fear looking over his shoulder for impending judgment. Each day call to memory the timeless truth of Numbers 32:23, “Behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin will find you out.” Herod died as he lived, as do we all. If something is gnawing at you, this may be a clear call to the mercy of God.
A Second Thought
Always feeling like someone is out to get you is a clear indicator that the Lord is pursuing you; however Christ first pursues you with grace.
A Second Step

“LORD, teach me how to recognize and read the voices within me. Give me the courage to respond to you. Give me the wisdom not to put it off.”
A Second Mile
If God is calling you, He is calling for today. God calls you for right now.



























Terry Booth
