“Do Not Give Up!”
6 
"Therefore, say to the Israelites: 



'I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 



I will free you from being slaves to them, and 



I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. 

7 

I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that 



I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 

8 

I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 



I will give it to you as a possession. I am the LORD.'" 

9 
Moses reported this to the Israelites, 



but they did not listen to him because of their discouragement and cruel bondage.

(Selected Passage: Exodus 6:6-9, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Jan. 28: Ex. 5:22-7:24; Mt. 18:23-19:12; Psalm 23:1-6; Prov. 5:22-23)
A Second Look

What can possibly be more tragic than letting our feeling dictate the direction of our lives rather than the faith God brings to us? Seven times in the passage above God declares His gracious will and His glorious plans to deliver Israel from bondage in Egypt. Two times (vs. 6a and 7b) God founds His good news on His very character, nature, and power as the one and only almighty God. However, the people of God refused to allow themselves to believe in God’s great promise (vs. 9). The words, “They did not listen to him because of their discouragement and cruel bondage” reveal captivity was more inside of them than they were within the experience of captivity in Egypt! Have you arrived at a place or time in your life in which you have been so submerged in stress or suffering that it seems to have penetrated all the way to your heart and mind? Are you allowing the fear within you to crush the faith offered to you? Do not let your discouragement destroy your deliverance. Do not give up!
What did Jesus teach us about our enemy – Satan? Stop. Get your Bible. Silence your distractions. Take time to read John 8:42-47 slowly. Read it aloud if necessary. You must understand that on this very day you will come to the same intersection in life in which the children of Israel found themselves (Ex. 6:6-9). You will be called upon by the Spirit of God to build your behaviors upon your beliefs rather than letting your behaviors control your beliefs. Today God calls you to live by faith not by feelings (Rom.1:17; Gal. 3:11; and Heb. 10:38). You cannot and you will not ever know the joy of deliverance without embracing God’s call to faith. God has a great future for all willing to drink in His truth and do as He commands.
A Second Thought
When we believe the heart of God, we prepare ourselves to receive the hand of God.
A Second Step

“LORD, enable me to live today by faith and not by feelings.”
A Second Mile
The first step of faith always begins in the reality of where you are at this moment. Faith is not some far distant and ethereal idea. Faith is doing what God says, right now.
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