“The Stump-Grinder”
14 
"This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come 


you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD — a lasting ordinance. 
15 
For seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast. 

On the first day remove the yeast from your houses, 


for whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first day through the seventh 



must be cut off from Israel. 

16 
On the first day hold a sacred assembly, and another one on the seventh day. 

Do no work at all on these days,


except to prepare food for everyone to eat — that is all you may do.
(Selected Passage: Exodus 12:14-16, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Jan. 31: Ex. 12:14-13:16; Mt. 20:29-21:22; Psalm 25:16-22; Prov. 6:12-15)
A Second Look

Around here we all know what a STUMP GRINDER does and we all know why we need one. No matter how grand our future plans may be, we cannot build and enjoy any new step of growth in our lives until we first get the stumps out of the way. Whether ground, pulled, cut, or burned, the roots have to come up first. At least once a year God would lead His people through a process that was based on discarding, giving something up, cleaning something out.” In essence God was saying, “I cannot move you forward until you let go of what you hold on to.” That which God specifically was commanding them to discard was yeast. However, God was calling His people to cast out the yeast more for the lesson it taught than because of the evil nature of yeast. As you know, yeast is an essential bacterial vital to cooking. As the yeast multiplies, it grows. As yeast grows, it spreads throughout all with which it comes into contact. As a part of Israel’s annual pilgrimage, God led His people to understand and apply the principle of removal.

Until we pour our flesh out, we cannot be filled with the Spirit. Until we let go of our own desires and demands, we cannot know true freedom. Until we clean out the old we cannot enjoy the new! God has a glorious future for those of us willing to walk through the experience of removal.
A Second Thought
We are not saved by getting rid of the sin in our lives on our own. We are saved, which then leads us to let go of sin as we take hold of Christ.  (Phil. 2:13 and 4:13).
A Second Step

“LORD, free me from any fleshly leaven in my life.”
A Second Mile
If you know and love Christ, ask Him to help you get rid of the leaven of sin (Gal. 5:16).
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