“Childish or Childlike”
1 
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 



"Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" 

2 
He called a little child and had him stand among them. 

3 
And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, 



you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

4 
Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child 



is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

5 
"And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me. 

6 
But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, 



it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck 



and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.
(Selected Passage: Matt. 18:1-6, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Feb. 1: Ex. 13:17-15:18, Mt. 21:23-46, Ps. 26:1-12, Pr. 6:16-19)
A Second Look

Evidently, some of the disciples were still wincing under the thought that Peter, James, and John shared Christ’s experience on the Mount of Transfiguration and they did not. Jealousy can even raise its ugly head among followers of Christ.
What is the difference between being childish and being childlike?  One thing is certain, being childish and being childlike, cannot coexist; one must give way to the other. While being childish involves being impetuous, impatient, self-centered and reactionary, being childlike involves being humble, trusting, sincere, and expectant. The disciples spoke of the Kingdom of Heaven, yet focused on being great! It is a piercing thought to wonder, “Have I spoken of God’s authority, power, and control while attempting to seize control of the circumstances of life myself?” Speaking of Christ’s Kingdom, while thinking of our prestige and position, exposes the spiritual conflict within us. We cannot surrender our will and seek control at the same time.
Have you found your heart and mind to be preoccupied with earthly concerns while filling your mouth with heavenly words? Christ’s disciples were handling holy things with calloused hands. Although they lived each day in Christ’s physical presence, observing His miraculous power, learning His eternal purpose, and experiencing His transforming principles, still they were distracted by worldly attitudes and desires. Could this subtle conflict be happening in your life today?
A Second Thought
The critical question is, “Will you talk about the Kingdom of God” or “Will you submit to Christ as King?”
A Second Step

“LORD, I release to you today those things I have been attempting to control on my own.”
A Second Mile
One way you can examine whether or not you are seeking to control others or life around you is to examine whether you are willing to spend your time listening or talking? 
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