“The Question of Divorce”
3 
Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, 



"Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?" 

4 
"Haven't you read," he replied, 



"that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,'   

5 


and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 




and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? 

6 
So they are no longer two, but one. 


Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."  

7 
"Why then," they asked, 


"did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?" 

8 
Jesus replied, 



"Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. 


But it was not this way from the beginning. 

9 
I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, 



and marries another woman commits adultery." 
(Selected Passage: Matthew 19:3-9, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Feb. 2: Ex. 15:19-17:7, Mt. 22:1-33, Ps. 27:1-6, Pr. 6:2-26)
A Second Look

I do not know of one person who has gone through divorce who is willing to say, “Yea, it is great; I would recommend it to everyone!” Having been the cause of the breaking up of one marriage (as the child born to the lover of an already married man), having grown up in a marriage that did not thrive or even survive but broke up, having ministered to friends who have gone through the break up of their marriages for over thirty-five years, I do not know of one person who is in favor of divorce. Christ’s words were clearly spoken; divorce was allowed by Moses because of the hardness of man’s heart (vs. 8), but this was never God’s plan from the beginning. In divorce, nobody wins, everybody loses. In divorce loss is divided among all the members of the family with each member carrying a unique part of the loss.
The Pharisees followed Jesus across the Jordan intent on stirring up a controversy in hopes of thwarting His growing following. The straw argument they stirred up pivoted on a debate between two popular views of divorce. The religious leaders argued for a right to divorce upon a whim – such as poorly cooked meal, or an ill-fitting garment. From the beginning, Jesus sought our blessing through marriage. While divorce can be fully forgiven, the wound remains a part of our life experience. Jesus was our wholeness and fullness in life.
A Second Thought
Yesterday’s devotion will only sustain for that day; it must be renewed each new day.
A Second Step

“LORD, guide my steps so that I can walk in your blessing.”
A Second Mile
One of the quickest ways to walk toward a happy and growing marriage is to walk in the control of the Holy Spirit.
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