“Prophecies, Promises, and Preparation”
Matthew 21:1-5

1 
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, 



Jesus sent two disciples, 

2 


saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, 





and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. 



Untie them and bring them to me. 

3 
If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, 



and he will send them right away."  

4 
This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

5 
"Say to the Daughter of Zion, 



'See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, 




on a colt, the foal of a donkey.'"

Zechariah 9:9

9 
Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! 


Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! 


See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, 



gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
(Selected Passage: Matthew 21:1-5; Zechariah 9:9, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Feb. 4: Ex. 19:16-21:21, Mt. 23:13-39, Ps. 28:1-9, Pr. 7:1-5)
A Second Look

Jesus stands within days of the dark hour of His crucifixion and yet as He sends His disciples ahead to retrieve the colt – the foal of a donkey – He teaches them a lesson which will be vital for them in their own hours of darkness yet nearer than even they could have imagined. Whatever path the Father calls you to walk, the prophecies and promises of God have already made full preparation for you.
Yes, life can be quite challenging and painful, yet you need not be afraid when you walk by faith in obedience. As Jesus reached back to proclaim the fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9, He passed on a powerful principle and an empowering example. Where God sends you, He has made preparation for you. There is no path God will call you to follow without having already gone ahead to prepare all things for you. Yes, the cross was a horrible reality but, Jesus conquered any and all fear it might induce by trusting the full preparation of the Father. God has also already prepared all things that you will need as you walk in faith today.
A Second Thought
Just as God sent Joseph ahead into Egypt to deliver and redeem his betraying brothers and the entire family, so also the Father has sent Christ ahead to the cross to prove He has made full preparation for all you will be called to face. 
A Second Step

“LORD, free me from fear of the unknown by my faith in you as the one who knows and prepares for all that I will face.”
A Second Mile
Release yourself fully into the hands of your Lord. He is ready for all the will confront and challenge you. You too can conquer your cross.
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