“What Is Real Commitment?”
28
"What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. 


He went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work today in the vineyard.' 

29 
"'I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 

30 
"Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. 


He answered, 'I will, sir,' but he did not go. 

31 
"Which of the two did what his father wanted?" 


"The first," they answered. 


Jesus said to them, 


"I tell you the truth, 



the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 

32 
For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, 

but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. 


And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. 
(Selected Passage: Matt 21:28-32, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Feb. 5: Ex. 21:22-23:13, Mt. 24:1-28, Ps. 29:1 -11, Pr. 7:6-23)
A Second Look

What is real commitment? Even the most blind can see that real commitment is much more than promises easily made but never kept. While one son rebels openly, he also repents obviously. However, the second son makes commitment with his lips but does not carry commitment out with his life. Remember the observation of Fritz Ridenour: “You have one tongue in your mouth and two tongues in your shoes. The tongues in your shoes reveal where you are really going!”
Christ is ready to receive the one who comes to Him in repentance. However, Christ’s piercing eyes of true sees right through promises made but never kept. What a person is on the inside ultimately overshadows all a person proclaims himself or herself to be. Remember, our actions speak so loud that our words cannot be heard. The most derelict people of society have a straighter path to God than does the religious pretender. So, how is your commitment today – the day before the Super Bowl? Will you reset mistaken priorities or will you merely avow a passionate commitment that is repeatedly diminished by saying, “But, first let me… (Take time to read and meditate upon Luke 9:57-62).
A Second Thought
Real commitment results in real action. Until Christ is your preeminent commitment, your commitment is mere pretence. 
A Second Step

“LORD, fill the place of highest priority in my life.”
A Second Mile
Super Bowl Sunday gives us an awkward opportunity to examine real commitment. Terry Booth
