“The Blessed Balance”
15 
Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 

16 
They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. 


"Teacher," they said, "we know you are a man of integrity 



and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. 


You aren't swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they are. 

17 
Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" 

18 
But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, 



"You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 
19 

Show me the coin used for paying the tax." They brought him a denarius, 

20 

and he asked them, "Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?"  

21 
"Caesar's," they replied. 


Then he said to them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's."
(Selected Passage: Matthew 22:15-21, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Feb. 7: Ex. 26:1-27:31, Mt. 25:1-30, Ps. 31:1 -8, Pr. 8:1-11)
A Second Look

The general meaning of the word blessed is “Oh, how happy!” The depth of the wisdom of Christ is as profound as it is immeasurable. In one succinct sentence Jesus unlocks the passage way to the blessed life. The blessed life turns entirely on our ability to distinguish the eternal from the temporal, the spiritual from the material, and that which must be rendered to man from that which must be rendered to God. With piercing simplicity, Jesus captures the full scope of man’s responsibility to society at large and to God above (vs. 21b). We will never savor real satisfaction in life until we learn how to embrace this blessed balance.
We are all responsible to live in such a way that those around us will be better off today because we have lived. Jesus said, “Render unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s.” In our work, with our family, among our friends, and in contact with mere acquaintances, we are called on to live so that we leave the lives of people around us better off than when we rose from the bed to greet the day.
We are also called upon by Christ to return to God the very life, breath, and grateful devotion which evidence our understanding that we are alive today because of the grace of God! It is God who gives us life. It is to God we must return our lives in faith, love, and service.
A Second Thought
We will not know the joy of the blessed life until the vertical and horizontal dimensions of our life reflect our understanding of God’s purpose for our existence today.
A Second Step

“LORD, thank you for life. May my life count for you today. Enable me to makes the lives of others around me to be better off today, because you are alive in me.”
A Second Mile
Live to give your life back to the Lord. Live to serve others.
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