“Silence the Cynic”
34 
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 
35 
One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 
36 
"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 

37 
Jesus replied: 

"'Love the Lord your God


with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'   
38 
This is the first and greatest commandment. 
39 
And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'   
40 
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."
(Selected Passage: Matthew 22:34-39, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Feb. 8: Ex. 28:1-43, Mt. 25:31-26:13, Ps. 31:9-18, Pr. 8:12-13)
A Second Look

Joyce Landorf Heatherly, spoke of people as Balcony People or as Irregular People. Balcony People are those who stand as if on the balcony overlooking your life cheering you on with encouragement, love, and support. Irregular People are those who fit awkwardly and uncomfortably in your life as does an irregular garment. Irregular People pinch and tug at you always leading to moments of painful interaction. If anyone has ever been surrounded by uncomfortable interactions it was Jesus! Take heart, Christ has given us a clear model for dealing with Irregular People.
The religious leaders were constantly trying to trap Christ in order to dishonor Him before the eyes of the people. Their efforts at tripping Him up were futile! Did you notice that Christ’s words and wisdom “silenced” the religious elite (vs. 34)? The word used for silenced actually means Christ muzzled His opponents. The next time someone uses words to strike out at you remember, “Truth and transparency will always ultimately win the day!” Although you may not be able to change the intent of a sour spirit, you can walk through your interactions with others with peace and confidence.
When it came to questions concerning the Law, the Pharisees fancied themselves as experts. Just speak to one of them and he would be quick to call to your attention that the Pharisees had enumerated commandments of the Law with 248 of them being positive commands and 365 of them being negative commands. Realizing this to be quite a cumbersome load, they had further divided the Law into “heavy” (important) and “light” (unimportant) laws. The truth is all of God’s revelation is important. To break God’s law at any point is to break God’s law in its entirety. Christ’s answer made clear that all of the Law and the Prophets hang on one command: We are to love God with every facet of our life and being. Furthermore, Jesus noted that to love God as we ought, we must also love others as we love ourselves. The key to the message Christ proclaimed is the realization that love is not merely a matter of emotion; love is a matter of action – the complete investment of our will in expressing our love. Christ completely silenced the skeptics’ words by loving the Father and by loving the Father’s creation – man – so completely that He laid down His life to express His love. Love as Christ loved and you too will silence the voices of the Irregular People in your life.
A Second Thought
To love as Christ loved, muzzles the mouths of those who bite and bark.
A Second Step

“LORD, let my love for others today demonstrate my complete love for you.”
A Second Mile
Today, consciously touch someone in the love of Christ.
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