“Permanence”
1 
Jesus left the temple and was walking away



when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 

2 
"Do you see all these things?" he asked. 

"I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; 


every one will be thrown down."
(Selected Passage: Matthew 24:1-2, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Feb. 9: Ex. 29:1-30:10, Mt. 26:14-46, Ps. 31:19-24, Pr. 8:14-26)
A Second Look

When we were children, things we saw seemed to be permanent. Subconsciously, we assumed our parents would always be present. We assumed their love and strength would be here forever. Their home, the schoolhouse, that old intersection through which we traveled seemed secure and steady. Over time, we discovered to our sadness that nothing is as permanent or as secure as we first thought it to be. Then, we anxiously wondered, “Is anything really permanent? Does anything truly last? What can I count on for security?” Christ’s words to His disciples help us lay hold of true security in life.
Can you imagine the impressive structure of the Temple? Solomon’s porch was 1,562 feet long, nearly five football fields laid end to end! The royal portico stretched 921 feet and was decorated with 160 massive columns. The glistening white stone towered above and around the people of Israel seeming to suggest that regardless of all that happened, the greatness of Israel would sustained against all threats. In fact, in just forty years (70 A.D.), the Roman army would attack and destroy all that was before the eyes of the disciples at that moment. The massive and glorious Temple of Israel would be erased from the land!
Upon what can we build our lives? Where is the real source of security? To what can we look to find the steadiness and the stability for which our hearts yearn? If we live long enough, if we observe the reality of life around us, all will crack, break, and collapse at our feet! Everything will fall at our feet. Everything, that is, except the Word of God! Only God’s promises are timeless. Only the power and the presence of God active within the world He created will last. Security is not found in a nation, an institution, or a person. Personal security is found only in a life built upon a faith relationship with a loving God. Regardless of the disappointment we face, the principles and promises of God will lead us through hard times. Remember Mt. 5:18, “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.”
A Second Thought
Standing on the promises of Christ my King, through eternal ages let His praises ring.
A Second Step

“LORD, protect me from misplacing my faith. Today, teach me to trust only you.”
A Second Mile
What have you presumed upon as your source of security? What have you been saddened to see fall? These are all testimonies of God calling you to find lasting security in Christ.
 Terry Booth
