“Desperation”
1 
When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, 



They gathered around Aaron and said, 



"Come; make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us 


up out of Egypt, we don't know what has happened to him." 

2 
Aaron answered them, "Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your 


daughters are wearing, and bring them to me." 

3 
So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 

4 
He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, 




fashioning it with a tool. 


Then they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt." 
(Selected Passage: Exodus 32:1-4, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Feb. 11: Ex. 32:1-33:23, Mt. 26:69-27:14, Ps. 33:1-11, Pr. 8:33-36)
A Second Look

Desperation can be a very dangerous emotion. When we feel desperate for love, acceptance, approval, success, or hope we are in grave risk of making a very serious and shortsighted decision. While Moses was away on the mountain seeking the direction of God, the people of Israel felt desperate for leadership and direction. Desperation gave rise to disaster which later led to devastating judgment. When we are feeling desperate we are likely to make decisions for short-term gratification that will bring us long-term grief and suffering.
Probe your heart with this question, “How long am I willing to wait on the Lord?” As you meditate upon this personal question of self-evaluation, take time to reflect upon these facts in the heritage of Israel. If you look close enough, you are likely to find similar facts operative in your life.
· God had been faithful to Israel through His dealings with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

· God was concerned, compassionate, and committed to hearing the cries of His people.

· God promised to lead them safely to their own land of bounty and blessing.

· God’s provision and protection led them to this point.
· Even in desperation, God manifested his presence through the pillar of fire and smoke.
A Second Thought
“Whoever believes God will not act hastily” (Isa. 28:16).
A Second Step

“LORD, in my desperation increase my dependence upon You. Teach me not to turn from you during my seasons of uncertainty.”
A Second Mile
When Moses was impulsive what happened Ex. 2:11-14; Num. 20:9-13? When David followed his feelings what happened 1 Sam 25:1-13? How did emotions mislead Elijah 1 Kgs. 19:1-3, Peter John 18:10, and Mary Magdalene John 20:1-2? What can you learn about the fickle nature of our feelings?
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