“Lavish Love!”
6 
While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, 

7 

a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, 




which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table. 

8 
When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. "Why this waste?" they asked. 

9 
"This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor." 

10 
Aware of this, Jesus said to them, "Why are you bothering this woman? 


She has done a beautiful thing to me. 

11 
The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me. 

12 
When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. 

13
I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, 



what she has done will also be told, in memory of her."  
(Selected Passage: Matthew 26:6-13, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Feb. 14: Ex. 37:1-38:31, Mt. 28:1-20, Ps. 34:11-22, Pr. 9:9-10)
A Second Look

How lavish is your love for the Lord Jesus Christ? To what expense are you willing to go to express you passionate love for Christ? Are you willing to stand out in a place and in a way that will cause others to scorn, mock, or reject you? Can you become so lost in your love for Christ that only one determined desire consumes your every thought and action? Are you ready to live exclusively for an audience of ONE? 

What an amazing, even unbelievable, scene this was! Jesus was within two days of crucifixion. At the moment of this meal religious leaders are flagrantly plotting the murder of Christ all in the name of religion. The meal has been feted not in the home of his beloved friends Mary, Martha, and Lazarus (whom Jesus raised from the dead) but in the home of another grateful celebrant – Simon, a formerly diseased leper, who by now has been healed – able to host Jewish guests in his home. Within two days of the cross and while others malignantly plan Christ’s death, Mary takes sixteen ounces of pure spikenard ointment from the mountains of India worth an entire year’s wages for the average family breaks the seal of the alabaster jar and fills the air with the sweet aroma of lavish love and devotion. The disciples, led by the thieving greed of Judas, are stirred to jealousy and resentment under the guise of using the value of that great excess to feed the poor. In truth, the only one Judas had hoped to benefit with that year’s worth of wages was himself! We may be shocked by the crude greed of Judas, but we are also equally shamed by the fact that we are often too pragmatic and too efficient to lavish our love upon Christ. We think about, maybe even talk about, what we would like to do to express our love for Christ, but we seldom let passion take us away as Mary was overtaken by her love for Christ. Lavish your love on Christ! Pour out your affection, praise, and devotion on your LORD! Empty yourself in extravagant worship of Christ and the world will remember you with the same awe and amazement which is attached to Mary’s name (vs. 13).
A Second Thought
Lose yourself in worship of Jesus and you will find the real joy of life!
A Second Step

“LORD, fix my eyes on you with such devotion that I lose myself loving you.”
A Second Mile
Are you willing to be broken and spilled out for the love of Jesus?
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