“Power and Peace”
52 
"Put your sword back in its place," 


Jesus said to him, "for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. 

53 
Do you think I cannot call on my Father, 


and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 

54 
But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?"  

55 
At that time Jesus said to the crowd, "Am I leading a rebellion,



that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture me? 


Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. 

56 
But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled." 


Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.
(Selected Passage: Matthew 26:52-56, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Feb. 15: Ex. 39:1-40:38, Mk. 1:1-28, Ps. 35:1-16, Pr. 9:11-12)
A Second Look

Put up your sword! These are the opening words of Jesus in this portion of Scripture for us. Have you learned that lesson yet? Have you come to realize that you can trust Christ in the midst of fierce conflict which in the past would have warranted a bitterly fought battle on your part? Do not ever misunderstand Christ’s words to reflect the philosophy of a tree-hugging, daisy-placing, floral print-wearing, pacifist. If Christ is anything, He is not a limp-wristed, weak-kneed, spineless coward. Look close; Christ is a mighty warrior. Watch Him as He is crucified and you will conclude that there has never been a man with the courage, strength, and character as Christ. Christ is not calling on His followers to be soft; He is reminding us that God has a plan. The men that showed up to arrest Christ in the clanking armor of swords, spears, torches, and staves are in fact revealing the depth of the fear and insecurity. The fact that Christ stands before them completely choreographing the events of His own arrest (read John 18 carefully) declare both His power and peace.
We, too, are invited to live under His power and in His peace. There is nothing for which He is not prepared. There is no threat that is a real risk to overthrow His authority. There is no challenge or circumstance that will thwart His will. Even death, man’s final and greatest threat, will bow down to His power. Search the world over; you will find no headstone with Christ’s name on it. Fear not child of God; He is prepared for all you will face this day.
A Second Thought
Walk with Christ today and you can rest with Christ tonight!
A Second Step

“LORD, deliver me from the fear-based need to try to control my circumstances.”
A Second Mile
Suffering for a child of God is often not pleasant, but it is never final. That which dwarfs you right now bows down to Christ’s righteous authority. Pray, “Lord, I rest in You knowing that my ___________________________ is under your authority. I rest in YOU!”
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