“Under the Surface”
27 
Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium 



and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. 

28 
They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 

29 

and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. 


They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. 


"Hail, king of the Jews!" they said. 

30 
They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. 

31 
After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. 


Then they led him away to crucify him.
(Selected Passage: Matt 27:27-31, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Feb. 17: Lev. 4:1-5:19, Mk. 2:13-3:6, Ps. 36:1-12, Pr. 10:1-2)
A Second Look

Whether we know it consciously or not, whether we confess it to ourselves or to others, a great deal of the way we treat others serves as a vivid portrait of what is going on inside of us. While this company of soldiers (about 200 men) who abused Christ had likely had much opportunity to desensitize themselves to pain exhibited in the lives of others, their excessive cruelty to Christ gives us a crystal clear window into the ugliness and sinfulness of the heart of man.
The scorn and mockery of this band of 200 soldiers may give us a vivid picture into their bitter resentment of those in political power over them. The vile behavior of this company of soldiers may have seemed reasonable and logical to those who looked on in light of the report that Jesus had been declared the King of the Jews. However, the vindictive and malicious spirit which stirred their scornful enthusiasm may also reflect their bitter resentment toward all those who had been in authority over them. As each blow was delivered, as each vulgar and cruel retort was cast at Christ, as each nasty and degrading face-full of spittle was wretched hocked up in the back of the throat and hurled into Christ’s face, surely they envisioned the faces of Pilate, Herod, or Caesar. The use of the crown of thorns and the ridiculous reed used as a scepter along with the makeshift purple robe of royalty allowed them to vent their hatred of the wealthy and powerful authorities who commanded their allegiance. Psychologically, today we speak of projection or transference when referring to anger generated by one source but directed and displayed in an altogether different direction. What thoughts of retaliation must have flowed in their hearts and minds as they lashed out at Christ!
How dead within and already is the person who delights in wounding and destroying the life of another person! Although Christ was soon to die, these men were already dead within. They were so dead they did not even wince at the suffering they imposed on Christ. Remember, anyone can tear something up; it is a special person who can build someone or something up! Their cold and calculating cruelty is concrete evidence of their complete deadness within.
Righteous judgment is as sure as sunrise; in fact, by the very glowing presence of the moon at night we can predict with surety the soon-coming rising of the sun. What man often fails to recognize is that judgment has already begun to occur. Look within the hollow gaze and the empty stare of these men, just as could be found in the faces of the Nazi executioners at Dachau and Buchenwald, the chickens had already come home to roost! God’s judgment is irresistible, inescapable, and immutable!
A Second Thought
Only a fool raises his hand in rebellion against Christ!
A Second Step

“LORD, impress upon my heart that I cannot sin and escape the price that it demands.”
A Second Mile
Memorize Numbers 32:23. Apply the lesson it teaches you.
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