“Faith, Hope, and Love”
3 
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,

4 

because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus 




and of the love you have for all the saints— 

5 



the faith and love that spring from the hope 






that is stored up for you in heaven and 






that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel 

6 





that has come to you. 


All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, 



just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it 




and understood God's grace in all its truth. 

7 
You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, 



who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 

8 


and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.
(Selected Passage: Colossians 1:3-8, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Feb. 21: Lev. 11:1-12:8, Mk. 5:21-43, Ps. 38:1-22, Pr. 10:8-9)
A Second Look

Take a moment to hum or sing these lines to an old song; “Love and marriage, love and marriage, go together like a horse and carriage.” In life, certain things always seem to go together. Faith, hope, and love are inseparably tied to one another in Scripture. If you have an extra five minutes or a bit of an explorer’s heart, take time to meditate on the tie that exists between faith, hope, and love in God’s Word (Read: Rom. 5:1-5; 1 Cor. 13:13; Gal. 5:5-6; Eph. 1:15-18; 4:2-5; 1 Th. 1:3; 5:8; Heb. 6:10-12; 10:22-24; 1 Pt. 1:3-8; and 1:21-22). The connection between faith, hope, and love is much stronger than the natural and logical connection between courtship and marriage. Do you see the compelling connection between faith and love (vs. 4-6a)? Paul declares, “We have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints – the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven.” What is the supernatural connection between faith, hope, and love? Faith expresses the vertical component of our relationship of reliance upon Christ which awakens hope – the internal component of our relationship with Christ. Together faith and hope give rise to love – the horizontal component of our relationship with Christ exhibited in our relationships with others.
Faith in Christ awakens hope within our hearts (vs. 5a). What is hope? Hope is far more than mere wishing or the simple expression of desire. Hope is rock-solid confidence and sure expectation about a better future. Hope is built on the living presence, redeeming purpose, and supernatural power of God alive within us. Hope allows us to be at peace regardless of the circumstance which may be active, or even dominant, in our lives at any moment. Paul explains that faith and love spring from hope. The dynamics of this declaration are not one-directional. FAITH, HOPE, and LOVE are all catalytic in stimulating and sustaining each other. Imagine a triangle with equal angles and equal sides. At each angle locate FAITH, HOPE, and LOVE. Draw arcing arrows going from each word in both directions to the other words. Allow the point of the arrow to be on each end of each arch. Now, you are beginning to see how each of these aspects of our relationship with God stimulates the other aspects of our relationship with God and with each other. FAITH, HOPE, and LOVE all are catalytic each one to the other two.
The more we walk in FAITH, the more we are infused with HOPE, and the more we are able to move in LOVE toward others.
A Second Thought
Let Christ control your life and FAITH, HOPE, and LOVE will become dominant qualities in your life.
A Second Step

“LORD, fix my heart on Your faithfulness. Fill me with Your hope. Let Your love control my thoughts and actions toward all people.”
A Second Mile
Examine your thoughts, words, and actions through each of the three lenses: FAITH, HOPE, and LOVE. Are you demonstrating FAITH? Are you exhibiting HOPE? Are you animated by LOVE?
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