“Whatever…”
17 
And whatever you do, 



whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 




giving thanks to God the Father through him.
(Selected Passage: Colossians 3:17, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Feb. 24: Lev. 15:1-16:28, Mk. 7:1-23, Ps. 40:11-17, Pr. 10:13-14)
A Second Look

In the language of today, “Whatever…” is an expression of dismissal. It carries with it the implication of disdain, disbelief, and disregard. Certainly, this is not the way our Lord uses the term. While “Whatever…” has caught on among the younger elements of modern society being picked from celebrities and those esteemed as “cool,” Christians do not use the word with any similarity to the way it is bantered about today.
Whatever we do, we are to do all things as if they are directed to the LORD Himself. Our actions, words, and attitudes are to be shaped as if they were being offered to the Lord. Implicit in the use of whatever above is the idea that our actions and attitudes toward others clearly reveal our relationship with the Lord. Our vertical relationship with God defines and directs our horizontal relationships with others. Our behaviors toward others infallibly expose our beliefs about God, self, others, purpose, life, and judgment. Please allow me to speak frankly. If we wound, attack, demean, criticize, condemn, exclude, assail, offend, dismiss, or scorn others, we expose the fact that our relationship with God is fractured and failing. James’ words pierce our hearts (Jm. 3:9-12, AMP). “With it (the tongue) we bless the Lord… and with it we curse men who were made in God's likeness! Out of the same mouth come forth blessing and cursing. These things, my brethren, ought not to be so. Does a fountain send forth [simultaneously] from the same opening fresh water and bitter? Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a grapevine figs? Neither can a salt spring furnish fresh water.” These words are all the more powerful as we realize that James thought Jesus (his biological half-brother) was crazy for claiming to be God until he witnessed Christ's bodily resurrection.
Whatever we do, an attitude of gratitude toward God should serve as the catalyst of our words, the mold for our actions, and the standard by which we measure all things. We are to move and operate in the shadow of the cross. Let your thankfulness for the grace of God serve to stir you to show grace to others.
A Second Thought
Sarcastic jibes and selfish jabs have no place in the life and mouth of a Christian.
A Second Step

“LORD, deliver me from allowing the world to frame and shape my life.”
A Second Mile
Examine the way you talk to others. Search out your actions toward others. Take inventory of your unguarded words and deeds. Does the way you speak to others resemble the way Christ spoke to others? Does the way you speak about others display the grace God has given you? 
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