“Dead-End Decisions”
1 
The LORD said to Moses, 
2 
"Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'I am the LORD your God. 

3 

You must not do as they do in Egypt, 



where you used to live, and



you must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, 



where I am bringing you.



Do not follow their practices. 
4 

You must 
obey my laws 



and be careful to follow my decrees. 


I am the LORD your God. 

5 

Keep my decrees and laws, 



for the man who obeys them will live by them. 


I am the LORD. 

(Selected Passage: Mark 7:24-30, Ps. 107:20, Isa. 55:11, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Feb. 25: Lev. 16:29-18:30, Mk. 7:24-8:10, Ps. 41:1-13, Pr. 10:15-16)
A Second Look

It is truly amazing what a little bit of visual emphasis can do to cause us to understand, respect, and apply the Scripture. Could God possibly have been any clearer or more pointed in saying, “DO NOT BE A FOLLOWER! BECOME A LEADER WHEREVER YOU ARE (HOME, SCHOOL, WORK, or AMONG FRIENDS) by following the HORD every day! You will never truly know real freedom until you shake off the tendency to seek to gain acceptance and approval by going along with your peers. Have you known others who, trying to fit-in,  fell apart?
· Candy was a beauty queen who had to choose between nine partners (before DNA testing) to pick a father and begin to pick up the pieces of life.
· He was a world-class athlete winning the MVP of the Fiesta Bowl as a freshman but pride, arrogance, and drugs put him in prison, Once sure to be an automatic multi-millionaire, today he eats on off a plastic tray and on the state dole.
· Feeling the need to prove his manhood and responding to the taunts of peers, Freddy gave away twenty years of his life to Parchment State penitentiary.
· One night of partying with friends left him a quadriplegic. What a price to pay!
· As a Ph.D. chemist, he felt like he deserved more than she was giving. So, with cyanide in a Dristan capsule, he solved one problem and gave birth to a lifetime of new problems.
Do you know of other Dead-End Decisions?
A Second Thought
If you have to buy acceptance or approval, I assure you it is a BAD deal! 
A Second Step

“LORD, give me the courage to stand alone in a world of mixed moral values.”
A Second Mile
Today, choose to do the right thing simply because it is the right thing.
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