“Bring the Best”
20 
Do not bring anything with a defect, because it will not be accepted on your behalf. 

21 
When anyone brings from the herd or flock a fellowship offering to the LORD



to fulfill a special vow or as a freewill offering, it must be without defect or blemish to be 



acceptable. 

22 Do not offer to the LORD the blind, the injured or the maimed, 



or anything with warts or festering or running sores. 


Do not place any of these on the altar as an offering made to the LORD by fire. 

23 
You may, however, present as a freewill offering an ox or a sheep that is deformed or 




stunted, but it will not be accepted in fulfillment of a vow. 

24 
You must not offer to the LORD an animal whose testicles are bruised, crushed, torn or cut.


You must not do this in your own land, 

25 

and you must not accept such animals from the hand of a foreigner 



and offer them as the food of your God. 


They will not be accepted on your behalf, because they are deformed and have defects.'"

(Selected Passage: Leviticus 22:20-25, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Feb. 28: Lev. 22:17-23:44, Mk. 9:39-10:12, Ps. 44:1-8, Pr. 10:19)
A Second Look

Do not leap past the lessons of Leviticus. Lev. 22 warns us of the danger of serving the LORD in a defective way – being spiritually unclean while pretending to be fit servants of God (vs. 1-9). We are admonished not to bring gifts to the LORD’s ministry in a defective – a less than – way (vs. 10-16), for refusing to be generous toward the LORD cuts us off from His generosity. We are commanded not to bring any defective sacrifice to the LORD (vs. 17-33) because it becomes a direct dishonor to the perfect sacrifice that He makes on our behalf in the person of our Savior – Jesus Christ.
Why must we only serve God, share with God, and sacrifice to God with our very best? Every act of service, sharing, and sacrificing is a direct reflection of our faith in, love for, and devotion to our God. To give Him second best is to say He is nothing more than second best to us. All of our service, sharing, and sacrifice are intended to show the world, to depict to others, to symbolize and to reveal who Jesus is and what He has done for us. To doing anything for the LORD in a second-rate way, is to say to the world, “Jesus is a second-rate God.” ANATHEMA!  May this never be the case again!
A Second Thought
A holy, perfect, infinite, and glorious God deserves only, and always, our best!
A Second Step

“LORD, reveal to me any aspect of my life that does not give you the honor you deserve.”
A Second Mile
Carefully meditate upon Malachi 1:6-8. In everything we do and say, the LORD deserves excellence. He is worthy of our greatest honor. If we give him only second best, or less, in our lives, we bring a spiraling down direction in our lives which can only lead to disaster.
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