“Godly Speech, Gentle Spirit”
19 
My dear brothers, take note of this: 



Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 

20 


for (because) man's anger 




does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. 

21 
Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent 



and humbly accept THE WORD planted in you, which can save you.
(Selected Passage: James 1:19-21, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 1: Lev. 24:1-25:46, Mk. 10:13-31, Ps. 44:9-26, Pr. 10:20-21)
A Second Look

We will be startled and awakened to powerful and profound truth if we will slow down our reading of Scripture to digest each word and phrase as it is spoken. Something as simple as thoughtfully reading God’s Word so that your mind and your heart is fully opened to receive God’s truth engrafted into your lives will energize and electrify your will.
James – the author of the epistle bearing his name – was the biological half-brother of Jesus Christ. He understands better than most the danger of rash actions and words. James and his siblings apparently thought Jesus was “out of his mind” claiming to be the Messiah (Mk. 3:21; Jn. 7:5) and attempted to restrain Him and take control of His life because of these irrational claims. However, Jesus made a special and intentional post-resurrection visit with James (1 Cor. 15:7) in order to penetrate his denial and lead him to faith. James was transformed by the risen Christ and later became the head of the church in Jerusalem after Peter moved off the scene (Acts 12:17).
Do you have a quick temper? Have you spoken in anger words you wish you could take back? Do you know from experience the wisdom that James speaks above (vs. 19-20)? The anger of the flesh simple does not and will not ever accomplish the will of God. When you are in emotional overload, stop! Be quiet! Better than that, BE SILENT! When your anger is in charge of your emotions, your passion will overdraw your mind and your mouth will attempt to cash checks your mind cannot pay! Sure… you can say, “I am sorry,” but you cannot take back the damage you have done when you explode with harsh words. The Jews believed words were alive and once spoken they took on a life of their own to accomplish the intention with which they were spoken. Therefore, pronouncing a blessing or a cursing was perceived as powerful realities which produced living results. Oh be careful little mouth what you say!
A Second Thought
Until your words improve on silence, silence may well be your best choice!
A Second Step

“LORD, place a guard at my lips. Protect me from speaking rashly in the flesh.”
A Second Mile
The member came forward and said, “Pastor, I want to lay my tongue on the altar.” The pastor responded, “I am not sure we have enough altar for that!”
 Speak to glorify, edify, and testify.
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