“The True Focus of Favoritism”
5 
Listen, my dear brothers: 



Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith 




and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 

6 
But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? 


Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 

7 
Are they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to whom you belong? 
(Selected Passage: James 2:5-7, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 2: Lev. 25:47-27:13, Mk. 10:32-52, Ps. 45:1-17, Pr. 10:22)
A Second Look

With surgical precision James goes right to the heart of the matter. In the midst of times of trial and tribulation, the followers of Christ were confronting persecution from outside of the Body of Christ and problems from within the family of God. In many ways the pressure being placed on them by the world around them caused them to react in the flesh and not under the control of the Holy Spirit. In no way was this clearer than in dealing with the issue of favoritism. 
Earlier in Galatians 5:6, Paul described the Christian life as “faith working through love.” James 2 touches the same essential aspects of the Christian faith. Authentic faith in Christ is not a matter of a dead philosophy but rather is dynamically alive expressing itself in love (Jm.2:1-13) and works (Jam. 2:14-26). Tragically, the believers to whom James writes are patterning themselves after the world and not after the Lord. While under pressure from others, they simply transfer the pressure creating an IN GROUP and an OUT GROUP based on the assumption that more can be gained from one than another. In showing favoritism they deny the very grace of God which has given them the precious gift of salvation. Whether we choose sides based upon looks, or wealth, or power, or position, we expose the manipulative attitudes of our hearts. Christ became poor that we might become rich (Rom. 2:11; and 1 Tim. 5:21). While man looks on the outward appearance, God looks on man’s heart (1 Sam. 16:7). Leave no place for favoritism, for such attitudes and behaviors reveal impure motive, expose unrighteous judging, suggest greedy goals, and ignorantly affirms the ones who are more cruel and insensitive.
A Second Thought
Favoritism speaks of the love of God but moves by the love of the world.
A Second Step

“LORD, take my values and my views captive to your righteous character. Enable me to treat all people with the same grace you have shown me.”
A Second Mile
Boldly examine how you choose your friends. Look at yourself as you step toward some quickly and others reluctantly or not all. Are you showing favoritism? Do you have and in group and an out group?
 If you show favoritism, what does that say about your relationship with the Lord? If you have favorites, what are the desires of your heart?
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