“God Is Moving around You.”
22 
Finally they said, "Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. 


What do you say about yourself?" 

23 
John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, 



"I am the voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make straight the way for the Lord.'"   

24 
Now some Pharisees who had been sent 

25 

questioned him, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, 




nor the Prophet?" 

26 
"I baptize with water," John replied, "but among you stands one you do not know. 

27 
He is the one who comes after me, 


the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie." 

28 
This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
(Selected Passage: John 1:22-28, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 8: Num. 10:1-11:23, Mk. 14:1-21, Ps. 51:1-19, Prov. 10:31-32)
A Second Look

Will you be alert to the supernatural intervention and revelation of Christ in the common fabric of the everyday-ness of your life? Believe it or not our Lord is uncommonly active in each of our common days but tragically we fail to see or respond to all He does.
Consider the life-history or testimony of Moses. Amram and his wife Jochebed were living near Memphis when a new Pharaoh came to power that “knew not Joseph.” The new Pharaoh shared no respect or appreciation for these Jews which over the last 350-plus years had grown from the original seventy of Jacob’s family which migrated from Hebron in Canaan to Goshen in Egypt to a massive population of over 2,000,000! Resentful and threatened by their presence, Pharaoh set out to suppress them and reduce their numbers. Although Pharaoh conspired with Shiprah and Puah (Jewish midwives, Ex. 1:15) to kill all of the Jewish male babies, Jehovah changed history so that Moses was delivered from Pharaoh’s death sentence by Pharaoh’s own daughter. As if that was not enough, God even forced Pharaoh to have to pay Jochebed in cash to nurse her own child until Moses was three. Furthermore, Pharaoh paid the full expense and absorbed the complete responsibility of rearing Moses, educating Moses to the highest level possible in that day, and even training him in the art and science of war by which Moses rallied Israel to cast off the oppressive shackles of Egypt. Wow! What a God we serve.
Consider the story of Elisha and his servant (2 Kgs. 6:8-23). As a rag-tag band of Israelite herdsmen and farmers faced the massive and heavily-armed Syrian army, Elisha prayed that God would open the eyes of his servant so that he might see the true numbers of those fighting for Israel. What did he see by the revelation of God? He saw the hills were alive with horses, chariots, and armed angelic warriors ready to dispatch any threat to God’s people! Therefore, later in the New Testament we understand better why Paul exclaimed (Rm. 8:31), “If God be for us, who can possibly be against us?!  Can you now better capture the power of John the Baptist’s words (vs. 26), “Among you stands one you do not know!”
Consider this reminder lesson God gave me last week. I left shortly after 6:00 AM to arrive early for a surgery in Baton Rouge. As I pulled away from ABC parking lot, I noticed a car-gray, late-model Mazda with two ladies pulled out of the parking lot immediately after me. After ministering before the surgery, visiting a number of hospitals, ministering to a family at a local funeral home, and stopping by the store to pick up something for the family, as I drove in front of CVS in Denham Springs, a gray, late-modeled Mazda carrying the same two ladies pulled out after me from the CVS lot and following me all the way back to the church parking lot just before 6:00 PM to pick up their children from daycare. As I watched in my rearview mirror I could not help but wonder, “What kind of God can insure that those that followed me into town twelve hours earlier would be the exact same ones to follow me out of town that many hours later? Wow, what a God?! Do you not understand that there is nothing our God is incapable of accomplishing if that is what He wants to do (read Jer. 32:17 and 27)? So, today, regardless of where your responsibilities take you, open your eyes! God is moving all around you!
A Second Thought
The sovereign God is at work in the events of your life today. The only question that remains is, “Will you recognize His movement around you and respond to Him?”
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes. Prepare my heart. Capture and control my will.”
A Second Mile
How have you seen God do the unexpected and the impossible in your life?
      Terry Booth
