“More than Religion”
6 
Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, 



according to the manner of purification of the Jews, 



containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. 

7 
Jesus said to them, "Fill the waterpots with water." 


And they filled them up to the brim. 

8 
And He said to them, 



"Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast." And they took it.  

9 
When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, 



and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), 



the master of the feast called the bridegroom. 

10 
And he said to him, 



"Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, 



and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. 


You have kept the good wine until now!"
(Selected Passage: John 2:6-10, NKJV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 9: Num. 11:24-13:33, Mk. 14:22-52, Ps. 52:1-9, Prov. 11:1-3)
A Second Look

The first miracle performed by Jesus had a defining affect upon the nature of all miracles He performed later.  As the Apostle John wrote the Gospel according to John, he chose seven miracles calling them each semion (the Greek word meaning mighty miracles with meanings). John intended the reader not to simply recognize that Jesus had the power to change the natural order of the physical universe, John wanted each reader to understand the underlying lesson or message revealed through that distinct miracle. Above, John worded Christ’s first miracle in such a way that the reader would come to understand that Jesus can meet the needs of man in a way in which religion, even when fulfilled to the utmost, failed.
What did the six large water-pots used for the rite of Jewish purification represent? Ceremonial cleansing was a vital part of any religious rite of activity. Beginning with the six pots of water we see that Israel had failed in its own religion. Remember, yesterday’s devotion built around John 1:26 declared, “There stands One among you whom you do not know.” John was teaching that the Jews failed to recognize Jesus as the Messiah. These six pots of water were “filled up to the very up” (the emphasis of the Greek phrasing in verse 7). In essence Jesus was showing the Jews that when their Jewish religion was fulfilled to the overflowing point, it could still do nothing to address the spiritual bankruptcy of the people of Israel. 
What did the wine mean? Wine was viewed as a symbol of joy (Ps. 104:15 and Jud.9:13). When the religious ceremony was filled to its most maximum potential, it could still do nothing to bring joy or hope to the people. So, what was the message that Jesus wove into the tapestry of this miracle which would result in bringing joy?
The third day (Jn. 2:1) subtly foreshadows the resurrection of Christ. Although Christ arose on the third day therefore this miracle would later be remembered in its association with the miracle of the resurrection, as you read back through John 1 another exciting and vivid picture appears. John 2:1 declares this was the third day from “the day following” spoken of in John 1:43 which was the fourth of the days John wrote about in chapter 1. Day one was presented in John 1:19-28. Day two is seen in John 1:29-34. Day three can be seen in John 1:35-42. Day four is revealed in John 1:43-51. Now, John 2:1 speaks of “the third day” from the previous day spoken of which as we noted was found in John 1:43. In a sense, just as Genesis gives us the first seven days of creation, Jesus gives us the first seven days revealing recreation! How amazing is the perfect time of God which brings us to understand the foreshadowing of His resurrection which would occur on Sunday – the first day of the Jewish week, and our Lord’s Day – reminding us that it is Jesus alone who brings joy and hope when they have run out and have been left unaccomplished by religious activities.
Finally notice the word “draw” in verse eight which speaks of a seventh drawing from the well. Six times (six being a sign of incompleteness, ineffectiveness, insufficiency, or failure) the pots were filled, one after the other. These six pots filled to the point of overflowing their brims and yet still there was no resolution to the fact the celebrants had no wine – no joy or hope. Now, a seventh drawing occurred (based upon the word “draw” not “dip”) most likely from the well and that water miraculously became the finest wine (source of joy or hope) possible. Therefore, Jesus was boldly declaring, “When religion is filled to the brim it will never be able to bring you joy and hope. However, faith in me expressed in obedience to me will always produce the finest joy imaginable!” Wow, what a Savior!
A Second Thought
Only Jesus can fill the spiritual bankruptcy of our human lives.
A Second Step

“LORD, fill me to the brim with your grace, character, wisdom, and power.”
A Second Mile
Take time to reflect on this question, “Are you looking to religious rituals and activities or to a vibrant relationship with Jesus Christ to find you joy and hope in life?”
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