“Before John 3:16”
14 
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 

15 

that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.
(Selected Passage: John 3:14-15, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 10: Num. 14:1-15:16, Mk. 14:53-72, Ps. 53:1-6, Prov. 11: 4)
A Second Look

Within the Christian community, and even within the almost Christian community, John 3:16 surely ranks as the most well known verse of Scripture. However, before we can understand or experience the grand possibility of a whole new beginning in life, we have to come to understand and confront our spiritual condition before being born again. Many have said, “Before we can be saved, we have to understand we are lost.” The truth of our lost condition has a great deal to do with the revelation of John 3:14-15. Therefore, more than a mere fact, an underlying truth can be found in saying, John 3:14-15 precedes John 3:16. Think about it!
“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert” takes us back to Numbers 21. The brazen serpent fashioned upon a pole and raised before the eyes of the Jews confronted the Israelites about the crisis of death as a result of the venomous bites of serpents which came against them because of their sin. Brass is a symbol of judgment. For what sin were the Israelites being judged? In a word, “REBELLION!” Numbers 21:4-7 unpacks the story of their resentment and resistance against God and God’s servant Moses. John 3:16 speaks of the believer’s deliverance from death and eternal condemnation. How do we arrive at this spiritual condition? Our refusal to recognize the one true God as our Lord and our rebellion against His authority over us has placed us all on the road of judgment and eternal separation from God – HELL.
But, in the midst of our condemnation, there is GOOD NEWS, God loves us and has provided a path of deliverance – a means of salvation. Just as Moses raised up the brazen serpent on the pole, physical deliverance required each person to (1) recognize his or her deadly condition, (2) acknowledge that his or her individual rebellion was the reason for the judgment, (3) take God at His word that He was providing a way of salvation and life, and (4) come bowing down to the God who gave this message of mercy to Moses and in so-doing confess, “LORD, I am guilty of sin and I need your mercy to save me.” 

What does God require of us today? God is not leading us to believe or think that the brass serpent saves us and neither is God teaching us that salvation is a result of any ritual or religious rite. God is leading us to confess our need and to express our faith in and submission to Him as our Lord. Before salvation, we must come to grips that we are in need of a Savior.
A Second Thought
If you cannot see the overwhelming evidence of the grace of God, you do not want to see it.
A Second Step

“LORD, I am guilty of sin. Forgive me. By faith, I receive your grace and mercy poured out on me by Christ’s death in my place. Please LORD, come and live in me. Take control of my life. Make me the person you want me to be. I submit to you, Jesus, as LORD of my life.”
A Second Mile
Confession of sin, repentance, and faith are not to be reduced to an event. This is our way of life for as long as we live. While we are not being saved and re-saved each day, we are returning to the essence of our salvation each day.
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