“The Key to Life”
30 
He must increase, but I must decrease.
(Selected Passage: John 3:30, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 10: Num. 14:1-15:16, Mk. 14:53-72, Ps. 53:1-6, Prov. 11: 4)
A Second Look

Some of the disciples of John the Baptist found themselves in a place of controversy and confusion. As Jesus began His earthly ministry, the followers of John seemed to be in a quandary as to what they needed to do. In one succinct sentence John the Baptist gave his followers the key to life which still works today! He must increase and I must decrease!
Meaningful life begins with humility. Today many ministers seem to make the minister all about themselves. Our culture wants to rally around celebrities. One of our greatest temptations is to focus on ourselves. At the heart of authentic Christianity is our readiness to empty ourselves of pride and the need for power and control. Only as we pour out self-centered living will we be able to be filled with the grace and glory of God.
Spiritual might is the result of being filled with the character of Christ. Seeking the control of Christ through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit will give us victory over the flesh, over the temptations of the world, and over the attacks of our spiritual enemy – Satan. 

Purpose and fruitfulness are the result of Christ-centered living. While John’s ministry may be measured as brief, Christ declared that he was the greatest prophet ever to be born of a woman (Lk. 7:26-28). John the Baptist left an indelible mark on human history because of his absolute surrender to the will of God. What kind of mark will you leave?
A Second Thought
Christ cannot increase within us until we make the decision to decrease in the arena of self-centered living.
A Second Step

“LORD, stir my heart to empty my need for self-control and self-glorification today.”
A Second Mile
How you ready are you to give you up glory and control?
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