“Out of Your Way”
1
Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that 



Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John  

2


(though Jesus Himself did not baptize, but His disciples), 

3 
He left Judea and departed again to Galilee. 4 But He needed to go through Samaria.

7 
A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink."  

8 
For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. 

9 
Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, 



"How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?" 


For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.
(Selected Passage: John 4:1-4, 7-9, NKJV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 14: Num. 16:41-18:32, Mk. 16:1-20, Ps. 55:1-23, Prov. 11: 17)
A Second Look

Please try to remember that as we began our daily devotions shared by email four years again, we began by using The One Year Bible as the basis of our shared time in Scripture each day. As we began 2011, we turned to our own Annual Bible Reading Plan based upon reading through the New Testament six days a week and then sharing in study together from that weeks reading in our Sunday morning Bible Study hour. As you look toward tomorrow morning worship and study opportunities, I trust you will go at least a step or two out of your way to invite a guest to join you in Bible Study and/or worship following the example Christ set before us in John 4.
How far are you willing to go out of your way to share the love and hope of God made available to us in Christ? John recorded the words of Jesus as he said, “He needed to go through Samaria (vs. 4)” Jesus was clearly so cognizant of the Father’s will that He understood if He (Christ) was to walk (live) according to the Father’s will and move according to the Father’s time table, He was now required to walk through Samaria. This was a truly radical statement for those of Judea had harbored a bitter spirit of self-righteousness (feeling themselves to be far better than the Samaritans) resentment toward the tribes to their north believing them to moral and social half-breeds. No self-respecting Jews would have thought of setting foot into the land of Samaria! When necessity required a Jew from Jerusalem or Judea to travel to Galilee of the north, more often than not the pilgrims would pass over the Jordan River traveling along the east side of the river only to cross back over to Galilee. For instance, imagine necessity required you to do business in Port Allen but you were so resentful of those living in East Baton Rouge Parish that you would travel first to New Orleans, then cross over the Greater New Orleans Mississippi River bridge and then complete your trip moving north paralleling the west bank of the River all the way to West Baton Rouge Parish. Now that would be blatant bigotry glaring from our face! An unforgiving spirit will often make a fool of us.
Jesus was on mission for God the Father and He has given that same mission to us. Our calling is to go out of the way – even at great distance, expense, time, and effort – to give the love and hope of God to others. However, something is more outstanding than the distance He traveled by foot or the route he chose to follow – going directly north straight into Samaria. As a Jew, as a male Jew, as a Rabbi, the norm would have never been to speak to a woman, much less a Samaritan woman. The story implies she has traveled for water in the scorching heat of the day because she has been brutally ostracized by her peers. As the story unfolds, the fact that she has been with at least five men (husbands, loosely speaking) before the man she was with at that time. Nevertheless, Jesus wants to drink water that only she has the ability to draw or produce at that moment. Jesus gives her great worth! As we begin to fulfill our ministry to others (or as we continue), we would be wise to start by recognizing their worth. Look at a person, regardless of their sin or status as one created in the very image of God. As you respect a person’s potential, even apart from his or her disobedience and as you love them beyond love one beyond any gain you may or may not have received from him or her, you release the power of God through you!
A Second Thought
Until ministry calls you out of the way, ministry has not begun to take hold in your heart.
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes that I may see the worth you have created in all people. However, teach me not to love others because of who a person is (or is not) but teach me to love others because of who you are!”
A Second Mile
Here is a precise challenge. For one continuous quarter (Let’s say from March 15 – June 15), Decide to go out of your way to do some conscious act of sacrificial kindness or ministry in Jesus’ name. Whether within the family or outside the family, whether near or far, whether to one well-known or one unknown, do something as large as possible in Jesus’ name at least one time a week. Surely you can apply this principle more than once a week. Here is the catch, keep some kind of record as to date, location, and action. Record what you did and how it impacted you!
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