“Preaching to the Choir…”
19 
Jesus gave them this answer: 



"I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; 




he can do only what he sees his Father doing, 





because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 

20 
For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. 


Yes, to your amazement he will show him even greater things than these.
(Selected Passage: John 5:19-20, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 15: Num. 22:21-23:30, Lk. 1:57-80, Ps. 58:1-11, Prov. 11: 12-13)
A Second Look

Because of the placement and proximity of the choir to the pastor in a typical worship service, the idea of preaching to the choir has been taken as a metaphor to mean exhorting those who are nearest and dearest to the message and the messenger. We have come to understand preaching to the choir to mean a misdirected effort to exhort those to faith and action that have already embraced the faith and exhibited the action. Thus, our thinking goes something like this: “Do not waste your time preaching to one’s most ardent supporters, focus on those who have not yet come to share the vision.” Through the words John recorded, which Jesus spoke, Jesus does preach to the choir but His effort is everything but wasteful. Jesus teaches us a vital and important lesson.
No gospel makes the deity of Christ clearer than the gospel of John. “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). However, Jesus does not speak any message nor does take any action apart from it being the perfect will of God the Father. Although Jesus is co-equal and co-existent to God, He takes upon Himself the role of submission to teach us to embrace the role of submission. In every arena of life, God has created and established order so that we might have the chance to experience the joy of knowing the love, wisdom, and power of God more perfectly. No one experienced a more electrifying and glorious victory than did Christ as He rose from the dead. However, before the empty tomb, there came the cross. Before the cross there came the Garden of Gethsemane. Before the Garden of Gethsemane came the revelation of John 5:19-20.
We will know the glory of the power and presence of God only as we empty ourselves of our fleshly determination to assert our control over the circumstances in life. By example, Christ is teaching us we can always trust the plan of the Father.
A Second Thought
He or she who asserts control looses his or her grip on faith.
A Second Step

“LORD, teach me to relax and to trust your every intention, word, and action.”
A Second Mile
Take careful inventory. Are you willing to receive the authority in which God has placed you?
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