“A SURE Reward”
16 
A kindhearted woman gains respect, but ruthless men gain only wealth. 

17 
A kind man benefits himself, but a cruel man brings trouble on himself. 

18 
The wicked man earns deceptive wages, 


but he who sows righteousness reaps a sure reward. 

19 
The truly righteous man attains life, but he who pursues evil goes to his death. 

(Selected Passage: Proverbs 11:16-19, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 18: Num. 26:52-28:15, Lk. 3:1-22, Ps. 61:1-8, Prov. 11: 16-17)
A Second Look

When will your SURE reward arrive? Have you privately struggled with some form of that question? Maybe you will come closer to finding your SURE reward by bathing this passage in questions rather than by filling the air with all your strongly held views or opinions.

Are you kindhearted? Are you kindhearted with words? Do you think before you speak, or do you just assume the responsibility for the way your words may sound falls to the ears of the hearer? Do you understand that 80% of the impact of your communication comes from the tone, the facial expression, and the body-language which accompanies what you say? Why are these questions worthy of self-examination? As you read the verses above, as you meditate upon each line, you understand that the way you respond (even the way you speak) to others frames what your future experience will be like.
Solomon steps into these remarks by emphasizing that kindness to others rebounds in abundance to you. Consequently, Solomon also teaches us that cruelty, rudeness, and disrespect has a strong tendency to rebound to your own pain. Take time to search out all of your relationships. Have you selected a group of people to whom you show kindness while simultaneously neglecting some because they are not within your “select circle?” As you read the four verses above, do you not see that the one to whom we are called upon to focus our grace and kindness is the broadest and most generic circle possible?
What does Solomon mean when he speaks of deceptive wages in verse 18a? What sure reward does he speak of at the end of that verse? Do you find this verse unfolding itself in the reality of your life? If you are not realizing the personal power of this truth, what is the implicit lesson the Lord is seeking to convey to you? Yes, today’s devotion carries us much further into the meaning of Scripture by using questions than by making bold declarations. Maybe on this day, God has more to say to us as we reflect upon this passage than would have been said by a simple bold or direct assertion?
A Second Thought
Who would be the least likely person to receive an act of kindness from you today?
A Second Step

“LORD, whether others seek your kind of kindness or not; make me more like you.”
A Second Mile
Meditate upon Luke 6:38 and its context. What does it say to you?


















 









Terry Booth
