“In the Light”
12 
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, 



"I am the light of the world. 




Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." 
(Selected Passage: John 8:12, KJV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 22: Num. 33:40-35:34, Lk. 5:12-28, Ps. 65:1-13, Prov. 11:23)
A Second Look

Awake my soul. Open your eyes to the glory of God around you. Be still. Wipe away all sleep and that which blurs your eyes. See where Jesus is so you can absorb what Jesus says! Once again this is quite a dynamic scene.
Jesus is near the Temple being outside in The Court of the Women. It is here that the receptacles for the gifts of the worshippers are located. Each night this area was illuminated by candelabra which were designed and intended to commemorate the pillar of fire that hovered above the children of Israel as God led them through the wilderness (Ex. 13:21-22; 14:19, 24; 40:38; Num. 9:15-23). These flickering lights danced around the courtyard reflecting themselves on the blazing gold of the offering receptacles. Just as morning was dawning, stirring a spirit of high drama Jesus stepped forward to declare, “I am the light of the world!” While the Feast of the Tabernacles celebrated what God HAD done in the past (protecting them and providing for them during four decades of wandering in the wilderness), the feast also reminded the children of Israel of that which was missing and that which they needed every day. They needed light. 
The children of Israel in that day and the children of God today, need light. Each day closes in darkness reminding us we need light. As the night invites the returning visit of darkness, we are once again surrounded by dangers that engulf us and threats that lurk in the shadows just beyond our sight. The returning visit of darkness at the close of each day served to remind the Israelites of the danger of darkness that engulfed them. Did you notice the way Jesus worded His declaration? Did you absorb His testimony? He did not say, “I bring light to the world.” He did say, “I AM the light of the world!” He did not say, “Whoever follows me will see the light of life.” He did say, “Whoever follows me will have the light of life!” In the midst of a religious festival designed to lead us to recall what God had done, Jesus gave us a radical revelation to reveal what Jesus is doing today!
A Second Thought
Know this: You can never be IN darkness, when the light of life is IN you!
A Second Step

“LORD, deliver me from trusingt the light around me. Teach me to receive your light within me.”
A Second Mile
What are the results of walking in darkness? What are the responsibilities of walking in the light?
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