“Beware of Faux Faith”
31 
To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, 



"If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 

32 

Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 
(Selected Passage: John 8:31-32, NKJV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 23: Num. 36:10-Dt. 1:46, Lk. 5:29-6:11, Ps. 66:1-20, Prov. 11:24-26)
A Second Look

We live in a world which has gone mad with the idea that what we want should be instant. Whether it is instant mashed potatoes or spending less than thirty seconds in a fast food drive through a line, we want what we want and we want it NOW! However, if we look closely at the labels that surround us, we often find that what we are buying and/or consuming is seldom the real thing. More often than not it is “mashed potato flavored stuff!” Yes, I know “STUFF” is not a good word, but it is what it is.
Real disciples cannot be instant disciples (vs. 31b). Jesus said, “if” you hold to my teaching, “you are really my disciples.” Real disciples know the truth (vs. 32a). Real disciples are set free because they know and do the truth. Real disciples experience a quality of life which cannot be experienced by merely knowing about Christ.
What can we discern by turning this truth inside out? That which is instant is not real. That which is not real is not true. That which is not true enslaves us to that which is a lie. Does this hold true to your experience? Does knock-off perfume smell the same? Do knock-off purses last as long? Do knock-off food products taste the same? While our world seems to be satisfied with the faux faith, we know it will never meet the yearning of our hearts. Real disciples hold Jesus dear to their hearts and hold His teaching as the passion of their lives. The more we love Him the more we live like Him. The more we live like Him the more we really live life to its fullest!
A Second Thought
Faith that does not penetrate to the will of man will do man little good.
A Second Step

“LORD, I call upon you to capture and control my every thought and action.”
A Second Mile
As you move through the day meditate on the person of Christ, the principles He taught, and the promises He gave us. Let Him shape and control your life.
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