“The Good Shepherd”
14 
"I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 

15 

just as the Father knows me and I know the Father — 




and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

16 
I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. 


They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 

17 
The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life — only to take it up again. 

18 
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. 


I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. 


This command I received from my Father." 
(Selected Passage: John 10:14-18, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 24: Dt. 2:1-3:29, Lk. 6:12-38, Ps. 67:1-7, Prov. 11: 27)
A Second Look

Jesus boldly declared He was the Good Shepherd. Many details are added to emphasize what this declaration means. He is the Good Shepherd because He knows His sheep by name; in essence, Jesus declared He knew everything there was to know about His sheep. He knew their names, thus He knew the nature of each of His sheep. He knew every need of every one of His sheep and how to respond to their individual needs. Take heart child of God, He knows all that challenges you today. 

As the Good Shepherd, Jesus leads His followers out to feed sumptuously and back in to the sheep-fold to rest securely. Christ made it clear that he miraculously also led sheep of other sheep-folds. Christ’s Kingdom is bigger than a local congregation or even a single denomination. Christ’s kingdom is so large that the sun never falls on some local expression of the family of faith. As you travel around the world – from time zone to time zone – someone within that area has embraced the grace of God in Christ.
What can you expect of the Lord today? As the Good Shepherd, He will guide your path. He will guard your progress. He will provide for your every need. He takes notice of your needs and responds with the comfort and courage for which your heart aches. Christ knows what is coming your way in the days ahead and has already made preparation for all that you will need to flourish and be fruitful in that situation. Rest in Him. Trust in His plan for you.
A Second Thought
Christ will never send you outside the reach of His access to you. You are safe in Christ!
A Second Step

“LORD, take my eyes off my distractions and put my eyes completely on you.”
A Second Mile
 How has Christ been your Good Shepherd in the past? In what ways are you having to trust His leadership today? How can you prepare for the challenges of tomorrow? 
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