“Finding Someone to Blame”
1 
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 

2 
His disciples asked him, 



"Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 

3 
"Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, 



"but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.
(Selected Passage: John 9:1-3, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 25: Dt. 4:1-49, Lk. 6:39-7:10, Ps. 68:1-18, Prov. 11: 28)
A Second Look

Finding someone to blame seldom fixes that which troubles us. Even the disciples of Christ misunderstood the connection between physically suffering and spiritual sin thinking that the latter always gave rise to the former. While the Scripture does reveal a connection between disobedience and the difficulties that disobedience brings, one cannot then reason that physical maladies are always a result of some unknown spiritual short-coming. 

The fact that the disciples of Christ still struggled with the assumption that disease (particularly one from birth) points to the likelihood of some innate or inherent sin says much more about their own condemnation of self rather than God’s condemnation of them. Their reasoning goes something like this, “For this to have happened to me, there must me something so organically and inherently wrong with me that this disease is an expression of God’s punishment.” When guilt turns to shame, to self-condemnation, and self-loathing, our flesh is acting like something of a spiritual cancer destroying us from within us. What can free us from self-condemnation?

Confession and repentance have been given to us so that we can overcome our enemy, the accuser, so that we can finally be free of self-condemnation, and so that we can restore the joy of being on the right path. Know this; your enemy – Satan – is looking for every chink in your armor to penetrate you with his poisonous darts! Just as the quickest way to end a tug-of-war is to let go of your end of the rope, so also the quickest way to conquer self-condemnation is confession and repentance. Denial digs a deeper hole. Confession enables us to get past the past!
A Second Thought
Instead of arguing with the accusations of the evil one, the first step is to confess your needs to the Lord of mercy. His forgiveness is full and abundant.
A Second Step

“LORD, free me from the dark thoughts of judging the difficulties of others as if I had some kind of supernatural ability to see and evaluate the heart of another person.”
A Second Mile
 You have a chance to walk in the light of God today? Let His Word illuminate your path from within you. Let your well-lit path direct your steps in faith and obedience. 
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