“Trust His Heart”
1 
Now a man named Lazarus was sick. 


He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 

2 
This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, 



was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair. 

3 
So the sisters sent word to Jesus, "Lord, the one you love is sick." 

4 
When he heard this, Jesus said, "This sickness will not end in death. 



No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it."  

5 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 

6 
Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days. 

(Selected Passage: John 11:1-6, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 28: Dt. 9:1-10:22, Lk. 8:4-21, Ps. 69:19-36, Prov. 12: 2-3)
A Second Look

It has been said, “When you do not understand His hands, trust His heart.” If this truth found its origin from any passage of Scripture, surely it was John 11. While there are not mistakes written into the events of the situation surrounding the illness of Lazarus, the prayerful appeal of Mary and Martha, and the intentional two-day delay of Christ, it certainly seems something was fractured and out of place. At the end of verse 3, they called Him “Lord,” they appealed to Christ on the basis of His “love,” and they reported the urgency of the need – the illness of Lazarus. Nevertheless, the designed outcome was that Christ waited two more days to respond (vs. 6).
Had this story been told of any pastor in town, we might well have rightly concluded that his delay was a keen expression of human error, but not when it comes to Christ. Christ is never late! Christ built His entire ministry on flawlessly following the Father’s plan and perfect timing. Since the timing of Christ was always impeccable, we can only conclude with confidence that Christ had something in mind far beyond the plans we make for ourselves. Could that be the case in your life today? Is Christ designing something better for you than a healing from an illness as Mary and Martha expected from the Lord?
Are you willing to trust the Lord when you do not fully understand His schedule? God has never placed His hand to a task that was not accomplished. God has never expressed His will which was not fulfilled. God has never confronted and enemy that He has not utterly vanquished. His victory is certain. Our victory is also certain as we walk with Him. Trust Him. His wisdom, power, and love are perfect.
A Second Thought
The heart of the Lord will never lead where the hand of the Lord will not sustain you.
A Second Step

“LORD, I entrust myself to you fully today.”
A Second Mile
 Trusting the Lord is not a matter of thought or emotion. Trusting the Lord is surrendering our will to the point of active obedience.
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