“Changed”
9 
Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, 



not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 

10 
So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 

11 

for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus 




and putting their faith in him.  
(Selected Passage: John 12:9-11, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 29: Dt. 11:1-12:32, Lk. 8:22-39, Ps. 70:1-5, Prov. 12: 4)
A Second Look

I once was blind but now I see… I once was lame but now I walk… I once was dead but now I live… these words which herald one of our great Christian hymns underline the testimony Christ has called you to unfold before others today. Although Lazarus was literally raised from the dead, he was not given a resurrection/eternal body. He was alive as he had been alive before his illness, death, and burial. He was still merely human created to be entirely limited by time and space. Whereas he was once hungry, needed rest, and could not walk through walls without doors, so now after being restored to life from the dead, all of the natural physical limitations still applied to him. While he was quite a wonder to see – alive from the dead – there would be nothing different about Lazarus other than the intervention of Christ, but that was quite a big – OTHER! Believe it or not, you too can be a similar radical and revolutionary example of the affect Christ can have on one who believes. 
We are not told that Lazarus had any particular memories of those days in the grave, but he was surely aware of the great grace Christ had bestowed upon him. Inferred in his impact on others (vs. 10-11) is the great sense of gratitude his entire family had for the Lord. Lazarus, Mary, and Martha were beaming with love for Christ and the joy of the Lord. While they were so dynamically different, they were near enough to the nature of other humans that others were able to recognize the difference that other people came to desire was their faith in and relationship with Christ. Think about this fact in relationship with you, your family, and your friends. You are similar enough to your friends for them to be able to draw a logical line of association. However, in Christ, you can be different enough that they can come to desire something you have that they have never experienced. You are an outpost of the love, joy, and peace of God. You are a tangible example of what they can be as they come to know the Christ you know and love. You are similar enough to be approachable and distinct enough to be desirable! God wants to use you as a magnet of the Spirit just as Lazarus was in his community.
A Second Thought
Let Christ shine through you among all people.
A Second Step

“LORD, make me different from what I have been in the world.”
A Second Mile
Throughout each day ask, “Does this reflect the change Christ has brought to me?”
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