“On Display”
17 
Now the crowd that was with him



when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead 



continued to spread the word. 
18 
Many people, because they had heard that he had given this miraculous sign, 


went out to meet him. 
19 
So the Pharisees said to one another, "See, this is getting us nowhere. 


Look how the whole world has gone after him!"
(Selected Passage: John 12:17-19, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 30: Dt. 13:1-15:23, Lk. 8:40-9:6, Ps. 71:1-24, Prov. 12: 5-7)
A Second Look

Christians often weigh out their seeming ineffectiveness in sharing the gospel with others and wonder, “What is missing?” In truth our mistake begins in thinking that we have to do something on our own to convince others to believe. Unfortunately we interpret the responsiveness of others as a matter of how convincing we are or are not in communicating the message of the Christian faith. The truth is, God has not called us to convince someone else to believe, that is the work of the Holy Spirit. God has called us to declare the glory of God and to demonstrate the grace of God.
We are called to declare the glory of God. The glory of God means all that is excellent, all that is superlative and all that is magnificent about the Lord. The sum total of all that is transcendent about the Lord makes up the glory of God. We testify of His perfection, His almighty power, His flawless wisdom, and the wonder of His gracious love. I challenge you to never diminish or denigrate our glorious Lord with overly familial terms such as “The Man, The Big Man, or The Chief.” Intimacy with God is our privilege, but we never refer to Him as “My Bud, My Bro, or My Pal.” We revere His name. We honor Him in every way.
We are created to display the grace of God. The grace of God is magnified by the fact that the glorious and eternal God will allow us to know Him. His grace is demonstrated in His readiness to redeem us and to reveal His mercy to others through us. There is no sin God cannot or will not forgive except that sin which is accompanied by our rejecting the Lord. Our fallen nature becomes the bold backdrop upon which the measure of His love and mercy is vividly revealed. God has created you and called you to demonstrate His grace and to declare His glory. You are the living, breathing, here and now proof of our living and loving God. Others discover hope for their lives by the help bestowed upon you! Rejoice my friend; our God has a profound purpose for you today.
A Second Thought
As Christ raised Lazarus, we are called to demonstrate Christ’s grace to others. 
A Second Step

“LORD, I surrender my body and mind to your glory today.”
A Second Mile
How can you demonstrate the grace and glory of God to others?
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