“The Hour Has Come”
23 
Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

24 
I tell you the truth, 


unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. 

But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 

25 
The man who loves his life will lose it, 



while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 

26 
Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. 


My Father will honor the one who serves me. 

(Selected Passage: John 12:23-26, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Mar. 31: Dt. 16:1-17:20, Lk. 9:7-27, Ps. 72:1-20, Prov. 12: 8-9)
A Second Look

Clearly, Jesus had quite a sense of timing. As Jesus responds to Philip and Andrew, He declares, “The hour has come” (vs. 23). With these words we are reminded of the other instances Jesus noted that His hour had not yet come. In John 2:4, during the lead up to His first miracle at the wedding at Cana of Galilee, Jesus responded to His mother saying, “Mine hour is not yet come.” Similarly, in John 7, Christ’s brothers wanted Him to go up to Jerusalem at the time of one of the feasts in order to do miracles there. Although His brothers were not yet believers, they noticed that people were slipping away from Christ and that a few strategically placed miracles might stir lead to the recover of any waning popularity. Jesus taught His brothers they could go to Jerusalem whenever they wanted but His time had not yet come (John 7:6, 8). On two other occasions, when leaders sought to arrest Jesus, John noted, “No man laid hands on Him because His hour was not yet come” (John 7:30; 8:20). However, now Jesus noted with the coming of the Greeks to see Jesus that the hour had come. Now, Jesus was saying the time has come to proclaim the message of saving grace to the entire world. The irony is the Pharisees rejected Him one verse earlier and the Greeks now sought to see Jesus. How was Jesus going to make Himself known? Jesus was going to redeem by falling to the ground as a seed and dying.
What time is it? It is time for Christ’s greatest glory to be revealed! What is going to be Christ’s greatest glory? Christ’s greatest glory is going to be shown through Christ’s greatest suffering. The cross – the greatest ignominy – became the greatest glory. That which was designed to degrade and destroy would serve to exalt and honor. Christ’s moment of victimization became His hour of victory! We extol Him because they impaled Him. He is lifted up on a stake and He will be forevermore lifted up in our hearts! He is crucified and glorified simultaneously!
A Second Thought
Just as the seed dies so that the plant lives, Christ dies so that we live.
A Second Step

“LORD, teach me to measure all things in comparison to your sacrifice.”
A Second Mile
We must weigh each day we live in relation to that one day He died for us. His dying gives reason, purpose, and power to our living.
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