“Joy in Giving”
1 
When you have entered the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance 



and have taken possession of it and settled in it, 

2 

take some of the firstfruits of all that you produce from the soil of the land the LORD 





your God is giving you and put them in a basket. 


Then go to the place the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his Name 

3 

and say to the priest… "I declare today to the LORD your God that 



I have come to the land the LORD swore to our forefathers to give us." 

4 
The priest shall take the basket… and set it down in front of the altar of the LORD your God. 
5 
Then you shall declare before the LORD your God: 



"My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down into Egypt with a few people 


and lived there and became a great nation, powerful and numerous. 

6 
But the Egyptians mistreated us and made us suffer, putting us to hard labor. 

7 
We cried out to the LORD… and He heard our voice and saw our misery, toil and oppression. 
8 
So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great 

terror and with miraculous signs and wonders. 

9 
He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey; 

10 

and now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, O LORD, have given me."

12 
When you have finished setting aside a tenth of all your produce in the third year, 


the year of the tithe, you shall give it to the Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the widow, 



so that they may eat in your towns and be satisfied.
(Selected Passage: Deuteronomy 26:1-12, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Apr. 4: Dt. 26:1-27:26, Lk. 10:38-11:13, Ps. 76:1-12, Prov. 12:15-17)
A Second Look

Jesus taught us that the greatest command was to love the LORD with all our heart, soul, and mind. He said the second was like unto it, we are to love our neighbor as our self (Mt. 22:37-38). While we might leap to our feet and shout, “Amen!” in agreement, we are still inclined to miss the connection with these commands and our giving back to the Lord with a glad and grateful heart.
Two offerings are dealt with in Deuteronomy 26. The first offering (vs. 26:1-11) is given back to the LORD as an expression of gratitude for all that He has done for us in redeeming, delivering, and providing for us (carefully notice the testimony in verses 3-10).
The second offering is an expression of ministry designed to give God’s grace to others (vs. 12-15). As you pause and compare these commands in Deuteronomy to the words of Jesus in Mt. 22:37-38, you cannot help but realize our giving is our personal expression of devotion to the LORD and ministry in His name. Giving, when done gladly, pleases our God and transforms our world.
A Second Thought
The secret to satisfaction in life is “live to give.”
A Second Step

“LORD, continue to work in my life so that my acts of giving become a reflection of your grace.”
A Second Mile
Memorize Proverbs 3:9-10, Mt.6:33, and Lk. 6:38.
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