“Other-Worldly Peace”
27 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. 


I do not give to you as the world gives. 


Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
(Selected Passage: John 14:27, NIV, Formatted for emphasis, THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Apr. 6: Dt. 29:1-30:20, Lk. 11:37-12:7, Ps. 78:1-31, Prov. 12: 19-20)
A Second Look

What is it about the peace of Christ that is other-worldly? 
The peace of Christ is not experienced the way the peace of the world is experienced. The peace of the world seems to rise and fall with our sense of control over the circumstances of the moment. As you think about this last statement, you realize that worldly peace is an expression of our confidence in our own control. Since we can have general confidence in the motive or intention of our heart to do us good or to act in our best interest, we conclude our control naturally assures us of peace in all circumstances. However, such thinking is grossly flawed, for while we may generally trust our own motive or intent to do us good, we cannot have the same security in our ability to know what will produce that good result. Furthermore, we surely cannot produce the power necessary to affect the change we think is needed. Let me illustrate. Stop. Get up. Go to your medicine cabinet and grab the first ten medicine bottles you can find. First, can you pronounce them all with immediate ease and confident familiarity? Second, can you write one paragraph on the chemical make-up of each medicine and explain how that medicine impacts various organs and systems in your body to affect the change it produces? Finally, can you (on your own) will that same impact to occur within your body without depending upon the medicine? If you cannot pronounce it easily, explain it clearly, and then produce the same impact simply by expressing your will rather than taking the medicine then IS IT NOT OBVIOUS you do not have what it takes to produces peace? In a world in which we feel we have peace based upon our ability to control a particular situation that would otherwise threaten us, we realize we do not have the knowledge, understanding, or power to produce peace. Christ’s peace is experienced by faith in the grace of God. Our peace is in the assured fact that He does have the knowledge, understanding, and power to produce whatever is consistent with His will in every moment of life.
The peace of Christ is nothing like the peace of this world!

A Second Thought
The peace of Christ transcends our intellect and transforms our circumstance.
A Second Step

“LORD, I empty myself and fill me with the grace and peace of God.”
A Second Mile
Pray for peace by praying based upon Phil. 4:6-7.







Terry Booth
